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Popular with locals, weekenders and tourists, The Rivah is the  
perfect marketing tool for any area business or organization!

A FREE GUIDE to the Northern Neck and  
Middle Peninsula – from the Potomac to the York Rivers.

Visitor’s Guide

TH
E Rivah Season 
is on its Way!

Call or email the Rappahannock RecordRappahannock Record
804.435.1701

Susan (ext. 15) susangraves@rapprecord.com Marilyn (ext. 11) marilyn@rapprecord.com

Take advantage of all seven issues of the Rivah season.

Visitor’s GuideTH
E

JULY JULY 2025 • FREE2025 • FREE

Discover history in Yorktown

One-of-a-kind boat 

What to do in Deltaville

Dining at The Blue Crab

Places to go and things to 
Places to go and things to 

do in the Northern Neck 
do in the Northern Neck 

and Middle Peninsula
and Middle Peninsula

vote 
nowat Rivahguide.com

HOLIDAY  HOLIDAY  2025 • FREE2025 • FREE

Christmas in a small town

Fishing for rock

Things to do in Kinsale 

Dining at Prime Mediterranean

Places to go and things to 
Places to go and things to 

do in the Northern Neck 
do in the Northern Neck 

and Middle Peninsula
and Middle Peninsula
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JUNE 2025 • FREE
JUNE JUNE 2025 • FREE2025 • FREE

Ropin’ on the water

Bunny farm

Dining at Fawn’s Cafe 

What to do in Colonial Beach 

Places to go and things to 
Places to go and things to 

do in the Northern Neck 
do in the Northern Neck 

and Middle Peninsula
and Middle Peninsula

Visitor’s GuideTH
E

FALL  FALL  2025 • FREE2025 • FREE

Shuckin’ experts

Exploring nature 

What to do in Gloucester

Dining at Scoot’s BBQ

Places to go and things to 
Places to go and things to 

do in the Northern Neck 
do in the Northern Neck 

and Middle Peninsula
and Middle Peninsula

Visitor’s GuideTH
E

Places to go and things to 
Places to go and things to 

do in the Northern Neck 
do in the Northern Neck 

and Middle Peninsula
and Middle Peninsula

MAY MAY 2025 • FREE2025 • FREE

Racing the workboats

On island time

Dining at Los Hermanos Cantina

What to do in Kilmarnock

Visitor’s GuideTH
E

SEPTEMBESEPTEMBERR    2025 • FREE2025 • FREE

Wining at the Rivah

State fair farmers

50 years of opry

What to do in Tappahannock 

Dining at The Hatchery 

Places to go and things to 
Places to go and things to 

do in the Northern Neck 
do in the Northern Neck 

and Middle Peninsula
and Middle Peninsula

MAY
Ad Deadline – APRIL 10

On Newsstands – APRIL 23

JUNE
Ad Deadline – MAY 8

On Newsstands – MAY 21

JULY
Ad Deadline – JUNE 12

On Newsstands – JUNE 25

AUGUST
Ad Deadline – JULY 17

On Newsstands – JULY 30

SEPTEMBER
Ad Deadline – AUGUST 14

On Newsstands – AUGUST 27

FALL
Ad Deadline – SEPTEMBER 18
On Newsstands – OCTOBER 1

HOLIDAY
Ad Deadline – NOVEMBER 6

On Newsstands – NOVEMBER 19

MORE RIVAH, MORE DISCOUNTS… 
BIG SAVINGS by advertising  

in multiple issues!

Visitor’s GuideTH
E

AUGUST AUGUST 2025 • FREE2025 • FREE

The Glass House

Peggy turns 100

What to do in West Point

Dining at The Black Duck

Places to go and things to 
Places to go and things to 

do in the Northern Neck 
do in the Northern Neck 

and Middle Peninsula
and Middle Peninsula

Seven-year-old Mya Stevens sands a decoy with some 
help from her mom Kimberly Stevens at the paint-a-
decoy booth. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

Photographer Cameron Evans greets potential 
customers Paul and Maggie Elbourn at the preview night 
gala on Friday, March 20. Evans, a Tangier Island native, 
owns Tangier Island Outfitters and Cameron Evans 
Photography. This was his first year exhibiting in White 
Stone. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Sheryl Allen talks to a customer at Mary Lou Bray’s 
Oyster Jewelry booth. Bray’s jewelry—necklaces, 
earrings and bracelets—are made using oyster shells 
found in local waters. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

Expo attracts crowd 
The crowd admires a tub of floating decoys during the 
carving competition sponsored by the Rappahannock 
Carvers Guild Saturday at the Woman’s Club of White 
Stone. The competition was held in conjunction with 
the second Northern Neck Waterfowl and Wildlife Expo 
March 20-22 at the White Stone Firehouse. Photo by Lisa 
Hinton-Valdrighi

KILMARNOCK—Despite 
the cool and cloudy weather, 
Grace Church in Kilmarnock 
on March 14 served up a festive 
St. Patrick’s Day Tea Paw-ty 
to support the Northern Neck 
Partners for Pets (NNPP).  

The annual tea was coordi-
nated and executed by six tea 
committee members and fea-
tured an assortment of ham 
biscuits, scones, finger sand-
wiches, cookies, and, of course, 
tea. Cowboy, the rescue Beagle 
and official mascot of the 
NNPP, greeted the attendees as 
they arrived, and he enjoyed all 
the attention he received.

President Terrie Dort gave 
an update on the status of the 
no-kill shelter which was under 
construction at the tea held last 
year.  

“The Shelter is now com-
pleted, and we opened for busi-
ness in June 2025,” said Dort. 
“We have been extraordinarily 
busy ever since. We have taken 
in 71 dogs and 62 cats, we’ve 
adopted out 28 dogs and 24 
cats, and we have moved 13 
dogs and four cats to other no-
kill shelters.

“It costs a lot of money to 

Tea Paw-ty: a howling success!

From left are Debbie Newman, Gwen Keane, Elizabeth Harris, Dana Smith, Ginger 
Philbrick and Gwen James.

by Martha M. Hall

do this, and we are so grate-
ful for events like this Tea,” 
continued Dort. “We recently 
bought a van to help us trans-
port our animals for vet care 
and placement with other no-
kill shelters, and your dona-
tions today will help us pay 
for that van.

“It is important for you to 
remember that our success has 
been made possible through 
donations, bequests and a few 
local grants. We receive no 
funds from the four county 
administrations that we sup-

port. Your donations have 
done it all, and you should be 
very proud of what you have 
made possible,” she said.

Attendees had the opportu-
nity to turn their tickets into 
a competition for six themed 
gift baskets donated by the 
tea committee members, fol-
lowed by a contest for best St. 
Patrick’s Day hat. The floral 
table arrangements, created 
and donated by a member of 
the committee, were awarded 
to the lucky participants at 
each table who found a sham-

rock taped to the bottom of 
their place setting. A highlight 
of the event was the adoption 
tree, which contained pictures 
of dogs and cats at the shelter 
still anxiously awaiting their 
forever homes.

Perhaps the biggest—and 
best—highlight of the tea 
was the support shown by 
the attendees for the Shelter 
and the love of animals that 
brought everyone together. 

Martha M. Hall serves on 
the Northern Neck Partners for 
Pets board of diretors.

When my own beloved 
kitty passed away, 

the silence in my home felt 
overwhelming. Anyone who 
has loved and lost a pet 
knows that particular kind of 
quiet—the way it settles into 
the corners of the house and 
into your heart. For a while, 
I wasn’t sure when I would 
be ready to open my home 
again.

Then four tiny foster kit-
tens arrived.

They tumbled into my life 
with bright eyes, unsteady 
paws, and an endless need 
for care. Bottle feedings, 
litter training, and the joyful 
chaos of four little personal-
ities filled my days. What I 
thought would be a small act 
of helping Garfield’s Rescue 
turned out to be a source 
of healing I didn’t know 
I needed. Those kittens 
brought energy back into 
my home and purpose back 
into my routine. In caring 
for them, I found comfort, 
and in watching them grow, 
I found hope.

Over the years, I’ve 
learned that fostering is the 
heart of Garfield’s Rescue. 
It is where frightened cats 
learn to trust again, where 
sick cats recover, and where 
kittens—sometimes four at 
a time—grow strong enough 
to be adopted. Every foster 
home expands our capacity 
to save more lives. Every 
volunteer who opens their 
home becomes part of a net-
work that stretches across 
the Northern Neck.

But as our foster net-
work has grown, so have 
the demands on our small, 
temporary location. We have 
outgrown the space we cur-
rently lease. The limitations 
are becoming more visible 
each month. Intake areas are 
too tight, medical rooms are 
shared and storage is impro-
vised. Our lease is nearing 
its end and it is clear that 
Garfield’s Rescue needs a 
permanent, purpose-built 
home—one designed for the 
safety, health and comfort of 
the cats in our care, and for 
the volunteers who make our 

Four foster kittens helped me heal
—and why fostering matters now
by Carol Clark

work possible.
This year, we will begin 

sharing more about that 
vision: Garfield’s Cat Care 
Building Project, a future 
building designed to sup-
port our mission for years 
to come. Over the coming 
months, we will help our 

community understand why 
this next step is necessary, 
what it will look like and 
how each of us can play a 
part in making it real.

But for now, I want to 
return to where this journey 
begins—with fostering. If 
you have ever considered 

opening your home to a cat 
in need, this is the moment. 
Whether you take in a shy 
adult, a nursing mom and 
her kittens, or a lively 
group of motherless kittens, 
you are giving them the 
one thing no building can 
replace: a safe place to grow 
and trust again.

Those four kittens changed 
my life. Fostering continues 
to change the lives of hun-
dreds of cats each year. And 
as we prepare for the next 
chapter of Garfield’s Rescue, 
it remains the foundation of 
everything we do.

For info on volunteering, 
fostering, or future plans, 
see www.garfieldsrescue.
org or find us on Facebook. 
Together, we can build a 
safer, stronger future for the 
cats of the Northern Neck.

Carol Clark of Kilmar-
nock serves as correspond-
ing secretary on the Gar-
field’s Rescue Inc. board of 
directors.

“Those four kittens changed my life.”
— Carol Clark

Please support the Rappahannock Record 
by subscribing today!

requires great community news. 
A healthy Lancaster County


