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FIREPLACE STORE
SALES. INSTALLATION. SERVICE. REPAIR.

TAPPAHANNOCK
Fireplace Store & 

Grill Cylinder Fill Station
845-A  S. Church Lane

(804) 250-2007

NEW KENT/LANEXA
Fireplace Store & 

Grill Cylinder Fill Station
2220 S. Waterside Drive

(804) 557-5350

Stop by our Grill Cylinder Fill Station today! 
$3.499*  Per Gallon Cylinder Fill 

*Prices subject to change without notice. 

 

YOUR LOCAL TANKLESS WATER HEATER EXPERTS

®
Warm water when you need it.  
Turn to the experts.TANKLESS WATER HEATERS

  *

Yankee Point Yacht Club 
(YPYC) recently celebrated 
opening day. According to one 
attendee “someone ordered up a 
glorious spring afternoon” as a 
record number of members and 
guests attended the ceremonies.

The waterside celebration, 
conducted jointly by commo-
dore Win Schwab, past commo-
dore John Henley and members 
Dean Blair and Franz Kasteel 
began with raising of the colors 
and a collective flag salute. 

Schwab noted the Ameri-
can flag had been coined “Old 
Glory” by a young sea cap-
tain named William Driver 
during the early 19th century. 
“His mother had hand sewn an 
American flag for him to take 
to sea and Capt. Driver flew 
it proudly on all his voyages, 
including to China, India and 
the South Pacific as a symbol of 
freedom and protection,” said 
Schwab.

Following the flag raising, he 
read the names of three mem-
bers who had passed away 
during the year, remember-
ing each one, Ethel Gibbs, Jim 
Charbeneau and Craig Mac-
Queen, with the single ringing 
of a bell.

Kasteel, a retired minister, 
conducted YPYC’s traditional 
blessing of the fleet, stressing 
“there is always a greater power 
than ourselves” as members 
seek guidance and a safe boat-
ing journey for the coming year. 

Schwab recounted that the 
blessing ceremony is actually a 
centuries-old custom originat-
ing in Mediterranean fishing 
communities to ensure a safe 
and bountiful fishing season. 

Volunteers with Garfield’s 
Rescue Inc. (GRI), and several 
energetic cats recently visited 
with 20 welcoming residents 
and staff at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury (RWC) 
near Irvington. 

The visitors included a 
two-year-old calico surrogate 
momma cat, Madison, with 
playful kitten, Miracle; lov-
able lap kitty, Tiger; and, sweet 
Naomi, a transfer cat from the 
Northumberland County Shel-
ter. GRI enjoys the great collab-
orative relationship it has with 
the Northumberland County 
Shelter when they have lim-
ited space and GRI can take a 
transfer from them of adoptable 
cats or kittens such as Naomi, 
reported Kathy Haurand, GRI 
director of fosters.

What a diverse age group GRI 
brought to RWC, from 9-week-
old baby Miracle to 10 1/2-year-
old Tiger who questioned how 
baby Miracle had so much 
energy, and was he ever that 
young and active. Madison and 
baby Miracle are two of the 20 
cats recently evicted from a Nor-
thumberland County property 
that GRI rescued, provided spay/
neuter/vaccination and urgent 
medical attention to, and is cur-
rently fostering, said Haurand. 

The cats entertained the 
delighted RWC residents and 
staff who cuddled and held the 
cats as they slept, or played with 
them with string toys. Cats can 
feel peace and contentment, just 
like humans do, she said. Their 
hearts are capable of “pure, 
innocent joy” just like humans. 

Volunteers of Garfield’s Rescue 
hope they provided all of these 
emotions to the RWC residents 
and staff with their visit. 

These cats are just four of 
the 50 homeless cats and kit-
tens currently being fostered in 
GRI’s network of private foster 
homes throughout the Northern 
Neck, continued Haurand.

GRI is one of the larger 
homeless cat rescue, spay/
neuter/vaccinate, foster to 
adopt organizations that serves 
the communities of Virginia’s 
Northern Neck, fostering aban-
doned, homeless, often injured 
felines, where they thrive as 
they await adoption, she said. 
GRI volunteers educated the 
RWC residents about the 
urgency of the spay/neuter/vac-
cination of one’s pets to prevent 
their endless cycle of reproduc-
tion and the spread of disease. 
These responsible duties of pet 
ownership make the Northern 
Neck communities safer, health-
ier places to live, work, start a 
business and raise their families.

Many of the residents took 
volunteer and adoption applica-
tions, thinking about adding a 
feline member to their families 
and to perhaps visit GRI’s 
foster “Cat Cottage” to provide 
that very important socializa-
tion—and playtime—element 
to fostered cats and kittens. GRI 
volunteers and the cats and kit-
tens look forward to their visits 
with RWC, said Haurand.

For GRI fostering, adoption 
and donation opportunities, visit 
www.garfieldsrescue.org, or call 
480-2066.

The Animal Welfare League 
of the Northern Neck (AWL) 
will hold a Rabies Ready Clinic 
from 9 a.m.- noon May 11 near 
Scottie Yard Dog Park, Town 
Centre Park, 150 North Main 
Street, Kilmarnock. This free 
clinic aims to ensure the health 
and safety of pets in the com-
munity by providing essential 
rabies vaccinations.

Rabies is a serious viral disease 
that can affect all warm-blooded 
animals, including humans, 
reported Jennifer Robin Hultz of 
the AWL. Vaccinating pets is cru-
cial for their well-being and for 
preventing the spread of rabies.

Attending veterinarian Dr. 

Daniel Armstrong will lead 
the vaccination efforts. With 
his unwavering dedication to 
pet health and extensive exper-
tise, Dr. Armstrong ensures 
that each pet receives the high-
est standard of care during the 
clinic, said Hultz.

Pet owners are advised to 
park in the lot parallel to Town 
Centre Drive. The clinic will 
be held outdoors; upon arrival, 
check in at the registration 
table. Only after registering 
should owners safely remove 
their pets from their vehicles, 
ensuring dogs are leashed and 
cats are kept in carriers, she 
said.

Westmoreland State Park will 
host Dog and Jog from 9 a.m.-
11 a.m. Saturday, April 27.

Dog and Jog is an annual 
event with competitive and 
non-competitive elements that 
allow pets and their people to 
win cool prizes while enjoying 
a fun walk around the park.

“During this event, we will 
have a noncompetitive 3K race 
for you and your dog,” said 
assistant park manager Alyssa 
Menard. “Where competition 
does come into play will be 
our unique categories such as 
‘Craziest Tail Wagger’ or ‘Most 
Enthusiastic’ where your furry 
friend can earn a scarf or ban-
danna that can be shown off to 
all the other cool dogs in town.”

No pre-registration is required, 
but to be involved, pets must 

have proof of immunizations the 
day of the event.

Staff from the Westmoreland 
County Animal Shelter will be 
at the event to discuss animal 
adoptions as well as accept dona-
tions for the shelter. Donations 
can include dog or cat food, toys, 
blankets and bedding.

“We like providing an atmo-
sphere at the park where guests 
can bring their dogs for a nice 
walk as well as giving back to 
the community,” said Menard. 
“Seeing all the smiles, wagging 
tails and variety of dogs is the 
part I like best about this event. 
It’s never a bad day when you 
get to pet a dog.”

There will also be a K9 squad 
exhibition where folks can 
watch these working dogs in 
action.

Holes-in-one
Bubba Baldwin of Glouces-

ter on Thursday, April 18, sank 
a hole in one on hole #5 at 
Piankatank River Golf Club. 
He used a pitching wedge on 
the 90-yard shot.

Moe Mosby of Urbanna on 
Thursday, April 18, sank a hole 
in one on hole #14 at Pianka-
tank River Golf Club. He used 
a sand wedge on the 70-yard 
shot.
 Indian Creek

Indian Creek Yacht and 
Country Club 9-hole winners 
for April 18 were first, Ashton 
Harrison; second, Candi 
Mangum; and third, (tie) Lisa 
Hudnall and Joyce Heller.
Piankatank River

The Piankatank River Ladies 
Golf Association first flight 
winners for April 18 were first, 
Julie Whitaker; second, Vicky 
Gunn; and third, Mary Fran-
cisco. Second flight winners 
were first, Chrystal Welch; 
second, June Klink; and third, 
Kim Crannis-Curl. Third flight 
winners were first, Lynne 
Richardson; second, Chong 
Hudgins; and third, Marny 
Richardson.

Twelve pairs of duplicate bridge were in play April 16 at Grace 
Episcopal Church.

Winners north/south were first, Shirley Churchill and Arden 
Durham; and second, Tom Doyle and Bruce Myers.

Winners east/west were first, John Mason and Geoffrey 
O’Conner; and second, Kaye Vaughn and Betty Lou Beach. 

Ten pairs were in play at a Pop-Up duplicate game April 20 at 
Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury.

Winners north/south were first, Shirley Churchill and Arden 
Durham; and second, Tom Doyle and Geoffrey O’Conner.

Winners east/west were first, John Mason and Malena 
McGrath; and second, Fred Wynn and Mary Ogle Cudd. 

The next Northern Neck Duplicate Bridge will be Tuesday, 
April 30, at Grace Episcopal Church, 303 South Main Street, 
Kilmarnock, starting at 1 p.m.

Rapp River Run
is Saturday

The Friends of Belle Isle 
State Park will present 
the Rapp River Run 5K 
fun run/walk April 27 at 
Belle Isle State Park, 1632 
Belle Isle Road, Lancaster. 
Check-in is 8:30 a.m., 
the run follows at 9 a.m. 
Registered participants 
will receive a ball cap or 
cooling towel. Fees are 
$30 for adults and $15 
for ages 17 and younger. 
Register at runsignup.
com/race/va/lancaster/
rappriverrun. Race 
details are available at 
belleislestateparkfriends.
org.

Sweet Naomi gets attention from Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury residents.

Garfield’s Rescue Inc.
visits Rappahannock
Westminster-Canterbury

Dog and Jog returns to
Westmoreland State Park

AWL to host rabies clinic

CLUB GOLF

A record number of members and guests gathered for opening day ceremonies at 
Yankee Point Yacht Club in Lancaster. Activities included the blessing of the fleet and 
burning of socks.

YPYC opening day marked by
festivities, nautical traditions

“Today, the largest blessing of 
the fleet is held in Darien, Geor-
gia, to begin the spring shrimp-
ing season and it includes more 
than 30,000 people,” he said. 

Since the population of 
Darien is normally a little more 
than 1,500 folks, Schwab didn’t 
say how many boats had been 
blessed, but commented that in 
nautical circles, Darien is the 
place to be for this event. “They 
celebrate with all kinds of kid-
friendly and adult activities in 
a festival that lasts for three 
days,” he said.

Following the official bless-
ing, members moved further 
inland and tossed their worn-
out socks onto a waiting fire to 
mark the beginning of boating 
season. “Once boating season 
starts, nobody wears socks,” 
said Henley. He did not elabo-
rate on exactly whose socks 
gave off the most offensive 
burning odor, but the crowd 
soon moved inside to escape 

the fumes, reported publicity 
volunteer Ellen Dugan.

The afternoon was capped 
with a burgee presentation to 
new members, Tom and Erika 
Thomas, Glenn Reinhardt and 
Jane Knecht and Rick and Vic-
toria Garbers, a raffle, picture 
booth run by Lizzie Baker, and 
a nautical-themed picnic lunch. 
The lunch featured handmade 
table decorations and a buffet 
loaded with chicken salad crois-
sants, side dishes, salads and a 
variety of desserts including 
fresh banana pudding. 

Rear commodore Beth Blair, 
assisted by husband Dean, Sue 
Johnson, Lizzie and Rob Baker, 
Vickie and Rob Foley and 
Geanne and John Henley, coor-
dinated the picnic. The raffle 
prize, a sunset dinner cruise for 
four, was donated by Capt. Bill 
Hornbeck, First Mate Woody 
Hornbeck and the Blairs. Char-
lie and Anne Costello were the 
lucky winners.

BRIDGE RESULTS


