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Northern Neck Insurance 
(NNINS) has stepped up its 
commitment to Virginia com-
munities, announcing substan-
tial donations to nine organiza-
tions through its community 
giving program. With a total 
sum of $23,000 allocated, these 
grants support initiatives ben-
efitting families and communi-
ties across the Commonwealth.

The donations, awarded by 
the company’s Community 
Giving Team, reflect Northern 
Neck Insurance’s dedication to 
fostering thriving communities. 
Mike Antonio, NNINS cre-
ative director and head of the 
Community Giving Program, 
emphasized the company’s 
belief in the power of commu-
nity support.

“Our community giving 
program expands our ability 
to positively impact communi-
ties beyond providing valu-
able insurance products,” said 
Antonio.

Eight organizations were 

Two new exhibits, “75 years 
of Inspiration” and “Close-up” 
opened January 3 at the RAL Art 
Center, 19 North Main Street, 
Kilmarnock. The exhibits will 
continue through January 27.

Over fifty pieces of art, includ-
ing drawings, paintings, pho-
tographs, glasswork and sculp-
tures are on display, reported Juli 
Schuszler. 

The artworks in the Jane 
Stouffer Exhibit Room, “75 Years 
of Inspiration,” demonstrate how 
the Rappahannock Art League 
and RAL Art Center have been 
an inspiration to the community 
of artists, said Schuszler. 

The works in the exhibit 
“Close Up” illustrate that prox-
imity can make all the differ-
ence in the viewers’ perceptions. 
These works invite viewers to 

come in close and find the detail, 
she said, 

The viewers did just this at the 
First Friday reception on January 
5. Winners were not announced 
at the First Friday reception 
because a local judge did not 
judge these shows. Instead, the 
viewers are judging the art work, 
voting for a Best in Show in both 
exhibits. The two winners will be 
announced on January 20.

The RAL Art Center winter 
hours are 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Wednes-
days through Saturdays. The 
public is invited to see the art on 
display and cast a vote.

Virginia’s River Realm (VRR) Restaurant Week will be held 
January 18-28.

Restaurants, food trucks and Bay to Table food retailers from 
the eight towns in VRR will offer “amazing values and special 
menus,” said Kilmarnock economic development coordina-
tor Sharon Phillips. The 11-day event highlights restaurants in 
Kilmarnock, White Stone, Irvington, Lively, Topping, Saluda, 
Deltaville and Urbanna. The promotion supports restauranteurs 
in the shoulder months and attracts diners who may have never 
visited some of the participating restaurants.

From casual settings to high-end dining with a sprinkling 
of food trucks all serving locally made and crafted culinary 
items, more than 80 participating restaurants and food trucks 
will feature exciting new dishes, along with fan favorites, and 
offer multi-course menus, said Phillips. Diners also will have an 
opportunity to enjoy amazing values during breakfast, brunch, 
lunch and dinner at a number of participating food trucks to 
casual dining and high-end restaurants. 

Restauranteurs who wish to participate may call VRR ambas-
sador Susan Cockrell, Kilmarnock town manager, 435-1552 x1, 
Trent Funkhouser, 654-1363, or Phillips, 435-1552 x 3.

“Wild Susans,” a watercolor by Carol Vaughn, is among 
the works in “Close Up.”

Viewers urged to
judge two exhibits

Jay Coleman of Northern Neck Insurance recently presented a check to members 
of Smith Point Sea Rescue. From left are Kendra Simpson, president Dan Benjamin, 
Coleman, treasurer Don Stone and secretary Bill Turville.

Northern Neck Insurance awards $23,000 in grants

Northern Neck Insurance 
Company recently announced 
supervisor-Member Solutions 
Tori Fisher has been named 
Employee of the Year. 

President and chief execu-
tive officer Peter Cammarata 
made the announcement at 
the company’s year-end staff 
meeting.

Fisher earned the recogni-
tion after building the com-
pany’s Member Solutions team 
from the ground up and recruit-
ing multiple agencies into the 
company’s Service Center. 
Fisher’s team now services 
approximately 18% of the 
company’s business.

“Under Tori’s guidance, 
this new team supports sev-
eral independent agencies by 
providing top-notch customer 
service to our members,” said 
Coakley McKinney, vice presi-
dent Member Solutions. “Tori 
is a true servant leader who is 
committed to rolling up her 
sleeves and working alongside 
her team as they go above and 
beyond to meet the needs of our 
members and agents. Agents 
consistently provide positive 
feedback on the exceptional 
service Tori’s team provides.”

Cammarata noted the team’s 
versatility has been valuable 
during a challenging year for 

Tori Fisher is named 
Employee of the Year at 
Northern Neck Insurance

Tori Fisher

the insurance industry.
“In 2023, the Member Solu-

tions helped with special proj-
ects in underwriting, billing 
and IT, which enabled our 
company to respond quickly 
to the challenges of the post-
COVID economy,” he said.

Cammarata credited Fisher’s 
leadership in ensuring all her 
team members were highly 
trained and ready to step in. 
“Continuing education is a key 
piece of our strategy to develop 
top-level talent right here in the 
Northern Neck, and I congratu-
late Tori and the entire Member 
Solutions team on their suc-
cess,” noted Cammarata.

selected from a pool of 17 
applicants aligned with 
NNINS’ grant priorities. These 
include support for Virginia 
families; diversity and inclu-
sion; safe and affordable hous-

ing; community safety; emer-
gency response; Virginia his-
tory and culture; and Virginia’s 
natural environment.

The grant recipients repre-
sent a diverse range of causes 

and initiatives. Recipients 
include:

• The Haven Shelter and 
Services, Warsaw, $1,200 for 
technology support, enabling 
remote meetings for victims of 

sexual violence.
• SERVE, Fredericksburg, 

$3,500 to bolster its wellness 
programs, health education and 
tailored meal options.

• Central Rappahannock 
Regional Library - Westmore-
land Library on the Go, Fred-
ericksburg, $2,785 toward a 
mobile library service.

• Jacob’s Ladder, Urbanna, 
$2,785 to aid in a summer 
enrichment program and year-
round advocacy program for 
gifted at-risk youth.

• Garfield’s Rescue, Weems, 
$2,785 for medical expenses 
for rescued cats, covering ster-
ilization and vaccinations.

• Upper Lancaster Volun-
teer Fire Department, Lively, 
$2,785 to support emergency 
services and safety promotion.

• Morattico Waterfront 
Museum, Morattico, $850 
to upgrade their audio/visual 
system.

• Washington Heritage 
Museum, Fredericksburg, 

$1,300 for renovating and 
repainting signage at the Rising 
Sun Tavern Museum & Hugh 
Mercer Apothecary Shop 
Museum.

Moreover, NNINS employ-
ees, through the Employees 
Charitable Giving Fund, 
directed a $5,000 donation to 
Smith Point Sea Rescue in Bur-
gess. This organization, com-
posed entirely of volunteers, 
provides vital assistance to 
boaters in the mid-Chesapeake 
Bay area.

Looking ahead, the next 
NNINS grant cycle is slated to 
open in the fall of 2024. Inter-
ested parties are urged to visit 
www.nnins.com/community.

In addition, NNINS also 
seeking volunteer opportunities 
for its employees, reflecting 
its commitment to active com-
munity engagement. Organiza-
tions with volunteer opportuni-
ties throughout the year are 
invited to contact Mike Anto-
nio at mantonio@nnins.com.

Break out the knives and
forks for restaurant week

Open mic at Jacey’s
Slow Burn Duo, featuring Betsy Greene Schaefer and 
Warren Ahrens, on Friday, January 5, hosted open mic 
at Jacey Vineyards, Jacey Vineyards, 619 Train Lane, 
Wicomico Church. The duo will return February 9. 
Meanwhile, Bob Bell will host on Friday, January 12; 
Tommy Filkoski, January 19, and February 2; and Genny 
WithaGee, January 26. All sessions are 5:30-8:30 p.m. 
Photo by Amanda Dunbar Rogers

C&D hosts
Don DeWolf

Don DeWolf Solo on 
Friday, January 5, returned 
to C&D Music’s listening 
room in Kilmarnock to 
play acoustic covers. Don 
DeWolf and The Ship of 
Fools band will play The 
Beacon in Topping from 
8-11 p.m. February 10. 
Photo by Amanda Dunbar Rogers

Call today to receive your paper 
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Animals For Adoption
The Animal Welfare League has 

many animals for adoption to good, 
loving homes. The dogs, puppies, 
cats and kittens change rapidly. 

In lieu of listing them interested 
persons may call 435-0822 or call 
Joyce at 462-0091 to be advised 
of what is available at that time. 
Visits to local animal shelters are 

also encouraged!


