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CUSTOM INTERIORS
Our Services Include:

Home Decorating Consultation  •  Furniture for Any Decor
Floor Coverings  •  Window Treatments

Bedding  •  Home Accessories • Pool and Patio

Now accepting new  
lawn maintenance clients

• Mulching & mulch bed maintenance 
• Grass cutting & herbicide applications 
• Landscape materials & driveway maintenance

WE OFFER COMPLETE 
LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

www.riverviewnnk.com  •  rvclandscape@yahoo.com
Call 804.436.3463 now to schedule a site visit!

• Aeration, seeding & fertilizing
• Tree, bush & shrub trimming
• Hardscapes & softscapes 

12 month maintenance packages available

www.RiverViewNNK.com
804-436-3463

CONTRACTING & LANDSCAPES

KILMARNOCK—On December 
20, 2023, the Mason and Lula Cole 
Charitable Trust made awards to 
33 community organizations with 
contributions totaling $242,750. 

Lula and Mason Cole, who enjoyed 
successful careers and were dedicated 
to the community, established this 
foundation by setting up trusts during 
their lifetime that would pass to a 
charitable foundation at their death. 
Their desire and intent was to continue 

with their philanthropic mission for this 
community for many years to come, 
reported Chesapeake Bank senior vice 
president, chief experience officer Paula 
Milsted.

Chesapeake Wealth Management, 
working with the Coles’ attorney, Ray 
Britt, Esquire, helped Lula and Mason 
Cole through this planning process to 
ensure their goals would be reached. By 
establishing this Charitable Trust, the 
Cole family was able to save a significant 

amount of money in taxes. This money, 
in turn, is being used to benefit agencies 
in the community, said Milsted. 

Through the following beneficiary 
organizations, the Coles’ legacy will live 
on in the support for their community.

Beneficiary organizations include the 
Animal Welfare League of the Northern 
Neck, Boys & Girls Club of The 
Northern Neck, Camp Kekoka YMCA, 
Chesapeake Academy, Garfield’s 
Rescue Inc., Hampden-Sydney College, 

The Haven, Healthy Harvest Food 
Bank, Kilmarnock Museum, Lancaster 
Community Library, Lancaster County 
VA Education Foundation, Lancaster VA 
Historical Society and Legal Aid Works.

Also, The Link, Northern Neck 
CASA, Northern Neck Family YMCA, 
Northern Neck Land Conservancy, 
Northern Neck Orchestra, Northern 
Neck Sail and Power Squadron, Northern 
Neck - Middlesex Free Health Clinic, 
Friends of Northumberland County 

Animal Shelter, Preservation Northern 
Neck, RAL Art Center, Rappahannock 
Concert Association and Rappahannock 
Foundation For The Arts.

Also, Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury Foundation Inc., 
Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury 
Scholarship Fund, Shirley Perkins 
Memorial Fund for Animals, Smith Point 
Sea Rescue, Steamboat Era Museum, 
The Triway Trail and the Westmoreland 
Players.

Representatives from several community organizations gathered at Chesapeake Bank as contributions were distributed from the Mason and Lulu Cole Charitable Trust.

Organizations benefit from Cole Trust distribution

RICHMOND—Lawmakers 
might successfully create a 
hunting dog permit this year 
through amendments to the 
state budget. 

Budget amendments have 
been submitted in the House 
and Senate, which mandate 
the Virginia Department of 
Wildlife Resources (DWR) 
to create a permit system by 
October 31. Lawmakers have 
tried unsuccessfully through 
past legislation to help prevent 
hunting dogs on private 
property.

The permit would be required 
for any person who uses dogs 
to hunt or chase any game, 
including rabbit, deer and bear. 
The budget amendments state 
DWR shall have “minimally 
restricted” permit requirements 
and the permit be designed 
to “foster an atmosphere of 
voluntary compliance.”

The budget amendments state 
the permit will be free. Sen. 
David Marsden of Fairfax, who 
submitted the Senate request, 

said the cost could be on par 
with other hunting license fees 
at $18. 

“It will be used to acquire 
additional enforcement staff to 
ensure that this bill is respected 
and that people are following 
the dictates of the law,” said 
Sen. Marsden.

DWR is involved with the 
effort to balance the state’s 
long history of dog hunting 
with the rights of property 
owners. In recent years, the 
conflict between hunters and 
landowners has increased. 
The state agency recruited 
the University of Virginia’s 
Institute for Engagement and 
Negotiation last year to gather 
data from citizens and create a 
report. 

There was mutual agreement 
that more law enforcement 
staff is needed, better 
communication between 
the two groups and “hound 
identification mechanisms 
could be improved,” according 
to the report. Landowners also 
supported revisions to the state’s 
“right to retrieve” law and better 
protection of landowners’ rights. 

DWR has a final report expected 
this spring.

The Hound Hunters and 
Private Landowners Stakeholder 
Advisory Committee was 
created by DWR last fall. 

Jim Medeiros, dairy farmer 
and member of the Property 
Rights Coalition of Virginia, 
served on the advisory 
committee. He has experienced 
hound dogs entering his 
property and disturbing cattle 
and poultry. This has financially 
impacted his farm, he said. 
Medeiros was part of a lawsuit 
filed in 2022 over the “right to 
retrieve” hunting law.

“One of the things that 
came to light was that DWR 
requires legislative authority in 
order to create … reasonable 
regulations that could be 
brought into effect to curtail in 
the bad apples and integrate a 
system of accountability where 
these conflicts can be reduced,” 
Medeiros said.

He thinks the permit would 
create accountability, and 
works in other states.

“I’m not anti-dog hunting,” 
Medeiros said. “I just wish for 

Lawmakers use state budget to create hunting dog permit 
by Shelby Warren
      Capital News Service

those who want to participate 
in the sport to do so where 
they have permission to do so 
and not where they don’t have 
permission.

“What they’re doing is 
they’re allowing their hounds 
to run through a piece of 
property where they don’t have 
permission to hunt, knowing 
that the hounds will chase 
the game off of that property 
onto a place where they have 
permission or adjoining 
property,” Medeiros said. 

Robbie Shackelford, a hunter 

with the Newtown Sportsmen 
Association, who has hunted 
for over 45 years, thinks the 
conflict between property 
owners and hunters who use 
dogs is low, with just a few 
exceptions.

“It’s being painted completely 
different than what the numbers 
say,” Shackelford said.

The lawmakers have used 
the budget to establish a permit, 
which means there will not be 
the same public hearing that a 
bill would have. 

“The art of politics is proven 

here where somebody’s kind of 
shoving something into a place 
where it doesn’t need to be,” 
he said.“In my opinion, there 
are a lot of extremists out here 
that are against hound hunting,” 
Shackelford said. 

Capital News Service 
is a program of Virginia 
Commonwealth University’s 
Robertson School of Media 
and Culture. Students in 
the program provide state 
government coverage for a 
variety of media outlets in 
Virginia.

To help keep producers in 
the Northern Neck informed 
on various agriculture-related 
topics, the Northern Neck Soil 
& Water Conservation District 
(NNSWCD) will host a producer 
conference from 8-10 a.m. 
March 7 at the Westmoreland 
Volunteer Fire Department, 52 

Rectory Road, Montross.
 A catered breakfast will be 

provided along with informative 
talks including NNSWCD Cost-
Share updates, local agency 
updates and a new agricultural 
energy efficiency program 
introduction, reported NNSWCD 
marketing and outreach specialist 

Kelly Brann.
All producers and growers in 

the Northern Neck are urged to 
attend this event, said Brann. 

Those planning to attend should 
contact Brann by February 28 for 
food planning purposes, 313-9102 
x105 or kelly.brann@nnswcd.org.

Producer conference slated March 7

Need a 
Gift Idea?
Online & Paper 

Subscriptions . . .
What a great idea!
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