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HoltzmanCorp.com

TAPPAHANNOCK
Fireplace Store & 

Grill Cylinder Fill Station
845-A  S. Church Lane

(804) 250-2007

NEW KENT/LANEXA
Fireplace Store & 

Grill Cylinder Fill Station
2220 S. Waterside Drive

(804) 557-5350

FIREPLACE STORE
SALES. INSTALLATION. SERVICE. REPAIR.

WE’RE  
HIRING.

APPLY TODAY!

In-House Financing Is Available! 

Let Us Fill Your Cylinder Today! 

 $3.499*  Per Gallon Cylinder Fill   
Prices subject to change without notice. 

The Mason and Lula Cole Chari-
table Trust recently made awards to 
34 community organizations.

Contributions totaled $240,000, 
reported Matthew Suttmiller, Chesa-
peake Bank director of marketing 
and assistant vice president. 

Lula and Mason Cole, who 
enjoyed successful careers and were 
dedicated to the community, estab-
lished this foundation by setting up 
trusts during their lifetime that would 
pass to a Charitable Foundation at 

their death. Their desire and intent 
was to continue with their philan-
thropic mission for this community 
for many years to come. 

Chesapeake Wealth Management, 
working with the Coles’ attorney, 
Ray Britt, Esquire, helped Lula and 
Mason Cole through this planning 
process to ensure their goals would 
be reached. By establishing this 
Charitable Trust, the Cole family was 
able to save a significant amount of 
money in taxes. This money, in turn, 

is being used to benefit agencies in 
our local community. 

Through the following beneficiary 
organizations, the Coles’ legacy will 
live on in the support for their com-
munity: Animal Welfare League, The 
Bay Center, Bon Secours Richmond 
Health Care Foundation, Boys & 
Girls Club of The Northern Neck, 
Camp Kekoka YMCA, Chesapeake 
Academy, Dream Fields, Garfield’s 
Rescue Inc., Hampden-Sydney Col-
lege, The Haven, Healthy Harvest 

Food Bank and Lancaster Commu-
nity Library.

Also, Lancaster County Virginia 
Education Foundation, Lancaster 
Virginia Historical Society, Lancaster 
Players, Legal Aid Works, The Link, 
Northern Neck Family YMCA, 
Northern Neck Land Conservancy, 
Northern Neck Orchestra, Northern 
Neck Partners for Pets Shelter and 
Adoption Center, Northern Neck 
Sail and Power Squadron, Northern 
Neck-Middlesex Free Health Clinic 

and Preservation Northern Neck.
Also, Rappahannock Art League, 

Rappahannock Concert Association, 
Rappahannock Foundation For The 
Arts, Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury Foundation Inc., Rap-
pahannock Westminster-Canterbury 
Scholarship Fund, Reedville Fish-
ermen’s Museum, Shirley Perkins 
Memorial Fund for Animals, Smith 
Point Sea Rescue, Steamboat Era 
Museum and the Westmoreland Play-
ers.

Representatives of several local organizations recently gathered for the annual distribution of funds by The Mason and Lula Cole Charitable Trust.

Area organizations benefit from Cole Foundation distribution

Two new exhibits, “You Be 
the Judge” and “Close-up and 
Personal,” recently opened 
to the public at the RAL Art 
Center, 19 North Main Street, 
Kilmarnock.

Fifty-four pieces, including 
ceramic art, drawings, fiber 
works, embroidery, paintings, 
pastels, photographs and sculp-
tures are on display, reported 
Juli Schuszler. The artworks in 
these two exhibits demonstrate 
the scope and breadth of the 
member artists of the Rappah-
annock Art League. 

The works in “Close Up and 
Personal” demonstrate this 
breadth and also illustrate that 
proximity can make all the dif-
ference in the viewers’ percep-
tions, said Schuszler. These 
works invite folks to come in 

close and find the details. 
The viewers did just this at 

the First Friday reception on 
January 3, she said. Winners 
were not announced at the 
reception because the view-
ers are judging the art work, 
voting for a People’s Choice 
in both shows. The two win-
ners will be announced at the 
First Friday reception Febru-
ary 7 along with the February 
exhibit winners.

The two exhibits will remain 
on display and for sale through 
Saturday, February 1. The 
RAL Art Center winter hours 
are 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Wednes-
days through Saturdays. 

The public is invited to see 
the art on display and vote for 
their favorite work in each 
show, said Schuszler.

Those who love to read and 
who are looking to build com-
munity in 2025 are invited 
to join the Book Club at The 
Bookshelf on Church for an 
author event on Thursday, Jan-
uary 16. 

Authors Olivia Blacke and 
Misty Simon/Gabby Allan will 
share a spooky and silly eve-
ning as they discuss Blacke’s 
recent release, A New Lease 
on Death. The event will be 
held from 6-8 p.m. at The 
Bookshelf on Church, 53 West 
Church Street, Kilmarnock.

“Prepare for a fun-filled night 
as we chat about books, myster-
ies, ghosts and the wonders of 
the Northern Neck,” said owner/
bookseller Lisa McLaughlin.

The discussion will be 
followed by questions and 
answers, as well as a book 
signing where patrons can 
meet the authors and get their 
copies personalized. RSVP’s 
are required to attend and can 
be made at www.bookshelfon-
church.com. 

Blacke delivers laughs and 
thrills in A New Lease on 
Death, where Ruby Young and 
her ghostly roommate, Corde-
lia, team up to solve a murder 
in their Boston apartment. 
With a degree in criminology 
and criminal justice, Blacke’s 
stories combine supernatural 
intrigue with dark humor. She’s 
also the author of the Record 

During January, fiber artist 
Mary Ellen Huennekens, mixed 
media artist Sandy Newman 
and fiber artist Sharon Mason 
will display their art in the win-
dows at the RAL Art Center, 19 
North Main Street, Kilmarnock. 

Huennekens is a self-taught 
sewist, quilter and artist, reported 
Juli Schuszler. She shares that 
colorful fabrics make her happy. 
Her goal as an artist is to inspire 
that same reaction of joy at the 
sight of colors and fabrics while 
honoring the tradition of quilt-
making around the world and 
across time. 

Her art is inspired by tra-
ditional American quilting, 
Asian and African quilt meth-
ods and Aboriginal print fab-
rics. She uses fabric piecing, 
couching, embroidery, appli-
qué and quilting to create 
texture, depth and movement, 
said Schuszler. Her pieces are 
not representational but rather 
they are intended to inspire 
an individual viewer to find 
meaning, relevance, and joy.

Huennekens shows her 
work in galleries in Rich-
mond, Kilmarnock, Gloucester, 
Urbanna, and surrounding coun-
ties. Her quilted wall hangings 
have won awards at Arts in the 
Middle Fine Arts Festival and 
the RAL Art Center.

Newman says, “The universe 

Fiber and mixed media works greet the New Year

“Aussie Birds”
by Mary Ellen Huennekens

“Petals and Pedals”
by Sandy Newman

“Mountain Moonshine”
by Sharon Mason

buries strange jewels within us 
all and then stands back to see if 
we can find them. With degrees 
in English and criminal justice, 
a career in financial sales, along 
the way I found those jewels…
creativity through art…my joyful 
retreat!”

Her initial work has evolved 
from oil and watercolor painting 
to mixed media art incorporat-
ing recycled glass with resin on 
canvas, said Schuszler. New-
man’s art may be viewed at the 
RAL Center, the Red Fish Gal-
lery and Crossroads Art Center 
in Richmond, where she lives.

Originally from Albuquer-
que, N.M., Mason grew up 
surrounded by art culture and 
benefited from summer les-

sons in painting, drawing and 
crafts, as well as school art 
classes. She started art weaving 
in high school. Over the years, 
she experimented with various 
types of fiber arts to include 
quilting, spinning, dyeing, knit-
ting and crochet, said Schuszler. 

For the past three years, she 
has been applying painting prin-

ciples to her weaving to create 
landscapes, such as “Mountain 
Moonshine,” as well as more 
whimsical and abstract pieces. 
Sharon exhibits at the RAL Art 
Center and the Williamsburg Art 
Gallery.“Mountain Moonshine” 
by Sharon Mason

“Morning Roost” by Doug Mock

RAL Art Center hosts
two exhibits for January

New year, new chapters:
Authors to visit January 16

Olivia Blacke

Shop Mysteries and Brooklyn 
Murder Mysteries. 

The Bookshelf on Church 
is the only independent book-
store in the Northern Neck. 
They offer a curated selection 
of new books, host regular 
book clubs and special order 
books for customers. In addi-
tion, they support organiza-
tions getting books to kids and 
those imprisoned throughout 
the year.

Hours are 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Tuesdays through Saturdays 
and they can be reached at 
875-1220 or hello@bookshel-
fonchurch.com.

■ LOVE signs proposals due January 25
 The Mathews VA250 Committee and the Mathews Bay School 

Community Arts Center, recently announced a competition to design 
two LOVEworks signs. Proposals and bids are due by January 25.

Artists may submit proposals for signs at The Hatchery on Gwynn’s 
Island and at Williams Wharf. For instructions, go to https://www.
bayschool-arts.com/pages/mathews-county-250-committee-revolu-
tion-of-ideas-loveworks-project.

BUSINESS BRIEFS

GOT NEWS?
Editor@RappRecord.com

Dead l ine :  Tuesday  a t  noon

Highlight


