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The Tavern Quilt Guild at Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett’s 
Tavern (RH/HT), 73 Monument Place, Heathsville, 
will hold its popular Bingo for Quilts on August 
16, immediately following the Heathsville Farmers 
Market.

The annual bingo event will start at 1:30 p.m. in the 
Tavern Meeting Building. Players may buy packets of 

15 bingo sheets plus four special games for $30. Prizes 
are quilted items made by guild members, reported 
RHHT director Corinne Becker. 

Bingo players are invited to come early to enjoy the 
market, including a classic and antique car show, and 
lunch at the Tavern Café. The market will operate from 
9 a.m.-1 p.m.; the car show will conclude at 11 a.m.

At the start of the American Revo-
lution, the British Navy quickly took 
control of Chesapeake Bay, moving 
troops and supplies to army outposts. 
In the Northern Neck, many local 
men joined the Virginia State Navy 
to protect villages and plantations.

With so much shoreline in Nor-
thumberland County, men rushed to 
serve aboard the Congress, the Lib-
erty, the Protector, Oliver, Lark and 
Susannah. Their story is being told 
this month in Countdown to Inde-
pendence, a video series produced 
by the Northumberland County His-
torical Society and posted on the 
Northern Neck History Channel on 
YouTube, reported Mark Huffman of 
26th Street Media.

One Northern Neck sailor, Jer-
emiah Doxey, would later write 
about his service aboard The Tartar, 
recounting a battle with HMS Lord 
House, in which neither ship struck 
its colors. The Tartar, he wrote, 
defended not just the mouths of the 
Potomac and Rappahannock, but 
towns and plantations throughout 

The Kilmarnock Museum, 76 
North Main Street, Kilmarnock, will 
host an exhibit recognizing the 90th 
anniversary of the Kilmarnock Volun-
teer Fire Department Firemen’s Festi-
val through August.

The “carnival” began in 1935 
behind the Rexall Drug Store and 
Fairfax Theatre on Main Street, 
reported Kilmarnock Museum presi-
dent Carroll Lee Ashburn. Advertis-
ing promoted “Attend the Carnival, 
have a good time and spend a quarter 
for a good cause.” That year, the big 
prize was the winner’s choice of a 
Ford, Chevrolet or Plymouth.

Later the carnival moved to Irving-
ton Road in the vicinity of the Tri-Star 
Supermarket site today. Eventually it 
found a home at the KVFD Carni-
val Grounds at 205 Waverly Avenue, 
Kilmarnock. 

It is believed to be the second oldest 
continuous volunteer fire depart-
ment carnival in Virginia, said Ash-
burn. The Chincoteague Volunteer 
Fire Company Carnival celebrated 
its 100th anniversary weekends June 
27-July 26 2025.

Among KVFD trivia:
• One year, the big prize was a 

choice of a cargo boat or an airplane.
• During World War II, war bonds 

More than 20 youth are taking part 
in the Lancaster Players Youth The-
ater Workshop. Their culminating 
production, “Goldilocks on Trial” by 
Ed Monk, will be performed at 3 p.m. 
on Saturday, August 9, at The Play-
house, 361 Chesapeake Drive, White 
Stone.

Admission is free and open to the 
public. Reservations are required; 
contact boxoffice@lancasterplayers.
org. Robin Blake is directing the pro-
duction, with Dae’veon Washington 
serving as on-stage assistant director.

Throughout the week, directors 
Robin Blake, Linda Stough and on-
stage assistant Dae’veon Washington 
have guided participants through a 
range of theatrical disciplines, from 
acting to behind-the-scenes produc-
tion roles.

“In addition to learning the essen-
tials of performance and technical 
work, we hope this experience sparks 
a lifelong love of theater,” said Blake.

Susan Damron and MaryCarlin 
Porter provided additional leadership 
for several aspects of theater skills, 
including character development, 
stage direction and improvisation.

“Goldilocks on Trial,” presented by 

were given instead of a new car.
• At different times, there was a 

rescue squad night and a Lancaster 
High School band night.

• In the 1950s, almost every local 
fire department held a carnival includ-
ing White Stone, Fairfields, Upper 
Lancaster and Callao.

• One year the same person won a 
car at the Upper Lancaster VFD car-
nival and the Kilmarnock VFD carni-
val.

• It is believed the first merry-
go-round was owned by the Poates 
family of Bowling Green and they 
lived inside it while here.

• An early prize was 100 tickets to 
the Fairfax Theatre.

• There was a penny stand, where 
children could win a nice prize for a 
penny.

• There was a grocery stand, where 
folks could do their shopping for a 
nickel.

• In 1972, the fire department was 
enjoined from holding bingo or a car 
raffle.

• Tickets used to be a quarter each, 
or five for a dollar.

The carnival exhibit will be open 
during museum hours, 11 a.m.-4 
p.m. Wednesdays through Saturdays. 
Donations are welcome.

the bay.
Of the vessels named by the com-

missioners of the Navy, the Protec-
tor stands out in its efforts to protect 
the coastal waters surrounding the 
Northern Neck.

The protector was a galley war-
ship, commanded by Capt. John 
Thomas of Northumberland County. 
Its crew included several other men 
from Northumberland, including 
William Booth, Littleton Cockrell, 
Clement Cockrell, James Dougherty, 
George Day, John Dykes, Edwin 
Eskridge, John Flynt, Elisha Harcum, 
Lot Harcum, Rodham Kenner and 
Sharpley Waddy.

For three years the Protector 
helped keep the region safe, until 
it met its demise in the Great Wic-
omico River. In June 1779, the ship 
was undergoing repairs at Wicomico 
Warehouse when it was burned.

The account of the Protector’s loss 
is told in the 2010 edition of the Nor-
thumberland County Historical Soci-
ety Bulletin.

“According to Stewart, the ship 

was in a ‘situation when her guns 
could not be brought into action, 
[and] the British attacked her’,” the 
article states. “Edward Sorrel of 
Northumberland County, in giving 
testimony for the heirs of James 
Dougherty following their request 
for bounty land, stated that the Brit-
ish burned the North and South Wic-
omico tobacco warehouses as well as 
the Protector.”

After the Protector was burned, 
the Bulletin article states that Capt.
Thomas and most of her crew may 
have been transferred to the Dragon, 
or possibly to the Tartar. And 
although one deposition suggests 
Thomas resigned from the Navy 
soon after the destruction of the Pro-
tector, yet another suggests that he 
served as mate under Captain Black-
well on board the Washington.

On one voyage that ship captured 
two prizes, a sloop and a brig, belong-
ing to the British. Capt. Thomas was 
put in command of the captured 
brig, which later was wrecked on the 
shoals of Cape Hatteras.

Garfield’s Rescue Inc. (GRI) will hold the fourth 
annual Wine & Whiskers gala, a benefit evening of wine, 
music, hors d’oeuvres and a silent auction, from 5-7:30 
p.m. September 4 at Trinity Episcopal Church Pavilion, 
8484 Mary Ball Road, Lancaster. 

Guests can support GRI’s lifesaving homeless cat 
rescue mission while enjoying festivities that include 
specially curated wines; hors d’oeuvres provided and 
served by D. Goodman Catering; the spinning of tunes 
for the evening by Paragon DJs; and a slideshow. A 50/50 
raffle winner will be chosen at the end of the evening. 

Event chairman Karen Peterson reported on the “tre-
mendous support” of businesses, individuals and tal-
ented artisans that have donated silent auction items and 
sponsorship support. Many donors have a special cat or 
two in their lives and were eager to help support GRI’s 
vision. 

Auction items include a two hour sunset sailboat 
cruise for up to six guests, a $525 value; a private piano 
concert for up to 25 people in the home of composer 
and pianist, Joel Hoffman, a $1500 value; tickets to the 
Richmond Ballet’s Nutcracker, a $192 value; original art 
works, and over-flowing themed baskets containing spe-
cial entertainment for families, or that appeal to aficio-
nados of regional fine dining, health and beauty, sports, 
fitness and clothing.

Gala tickets are $60. Tickets are available in advance 
at Bayside Animal Hospital, 78 Whisk Drive, White 

Stone; Rappahannock Art League, 19 North Main Street, 
Kilmarnock; Reedville Fishermen’s Museum, 504 Main 
Street, Reedville; and  www.garfieldsrescuecharity.com. 
Patrons must be at least age 21 to purchase tickets.

Tavern Quilt Guild members display some of the Bingo for Quilts prizes. From left are Anna Brennan of 
Heathsville, Edie Hemingway of Heathsville and Kathy Gold of Montross.

Bingo for Quilts 
slated August 16

Kilmarnock Museum 
to host KVFD Carnival 
exhibit throughout August

During the Revolutionary War, local
sailors defended the Northern Neck

From left, Willow Walker, Charlotte Blackwell, Delilah Wood, Maeve 
Braly and Joelle Blizzard practice their theater skills by pantomiming 
being cooks.

Youth workshop to
present ‘Goldilocks
on Trial’ Saturday

special arrangement with Playscripts 
Inc., reimagines the classic fairy tale 
with a humorous twist: Goldilocks 
finds herself in court, charged with 
breaking and entering after her unin-
vited visit to the home of the Three 
Bears.

The drama unfolds under the 
stern supervision of Judge Wallabee, 
played by Sarajane Collier. Judge 
Wallabee is assisted by Melvin the 
Bailiff, played by Louisa Goodrich. 
The trial features testimony from 
Goldee, played by Charlotte Black-
well, the bickering Three Bears por-
trayed by Logan Hickerson, Maggie 
Hansen and Maeve Braly, and a few 
surprise witnesses.  

The cast also features Jamie Lang 
as Detective Clorox, Tolle Elfinstone 
and Ashlin Kenyon as District Attor-
neys Muffinhead, Cooper Kramer as 
Attorney Wombat, Nora Werderman 
as the Little Pig Who Was Not Eaten 
By the Wolf, Pierce Rose as Dr. Can-
taloupe and Wesley Clark as Merwin 
the Big Bad Wolf.  Jurors include 
Eden Ginsberg, Willow Walker, 
Alana Rafael, Wren Walker, Delilah 
Wood, Joelle Blizzard and Daniella 
McLaughlin.

This original watercolor by Linda Tish Goldstein 
will be offered at the silent auction. 

Wine & Whiskers gala set Sept. 4

AREA EVENTS
■ “Clue”

“Clue: On Stage” continues through 
August 17 at The Westmoreland Players 
Theater, 16217 Richmond Road, Callao. 

Showtime is 7:30 p.m. August 8, 9 
and 15; and 3 p.m. August 10, 16 and 
17. Tickets are $30 for adults and $17 for 

■ Genealogy
The Middle Peninsula African-

American Genealogical and Histori-
cal Society will meet virtually at 11 

■ Chamber series
The Northern Neck Orchestra’s 

2025-26 four-concert Chamber Music 
Series tickets are on sale for $112. 
Single tickets are $35. Students are 
admitted free with an online reser-
vation. Tickets may be purchased at 

students. To purchase tickets, visit Wes-
morelandplayers.org, or call 529-9345.

a.m. Saturday, August 9. A  roundta-
ble discussion will offer participants 
a chance to share queries and details 
about their family research. 

To receive an invitation for this 
meeting, email  mpaaghs.va@gmail.
com or call 651-8753. 

www.northernneckorchester.org, or 
the door.

Performances are slated September 
7, November 2, February 8 and April 
12. All concerts will be performed at 
2 p.m. at Good Luck Cellars, 1025 
Goodluck Road, Kilmarnock.


