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HAYES—Allan Herbert 
Jodrey, 99, peacefully passed 
away on Monday, February 9, 
2026, at home in Hayes. 

He is survived by his daugh-
ter, Janet Roberts (spouse 
– Steve), and his son, David 
Jodrey (spouse – Brenda). 

He was predeceased by his 
wife, Mildred Carol Jodrey; 
and his daughter, Patricia Dale 
Leupen. 

Allan was born in Worches-
ter, Massachusetts, on Janu-
ary 6, 1927, to Wallace Ward 
Jodrey and Myrtle Frances 
Jodrey. He graduated from 
Bucknell University and went 
on to serve in USAID in Iran, 
Nigeria, Ethiopia and Sudan. 

Upon returning to the U.S. 
in 1966, he lived in Beltsville, 
Maryland, and worked for the 
U.S. Government Office of 
Management and Budget as a 
financial management officer 
until his retirement at 62. He 
and Millie moved to White 
Stone, living on the water of 
the Chesapeake Bay where he 
enjoyed fishing and crabbing. 

He also volunteered as a 
novice archaeologist, par-
ticipating in numerous digs 
throughout the country. Addi-
tionally, he enjoyed telling 
exciting stories of his esca-
pades to his 14 grandchildren 
and 13 great-grandchildren.

Funeral services will be held 
at 5 p.m. Friday, February 20, 
at the Currie Funeral Home in 
Kilmarnock. His burial will be 
held at 2 p.m. Saturday, Febru-
ary 21, at Maryland National 
Memorial Park in Laurel, 
Maryland.

KILMARNOCK—Wesley 
Thomas Worsham, 93, died 
peacefully at home on Febru-
ary 10, 2026. He was respected 
and admired by so many 
throughout his nine decades. 
He was an entrepreneur and 
philanthropist but will be 
remembered most as a loving 
and caring man who lived by 
his motto, Be Yourself. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Janet Carlson Worsham; a son, 
A. Wayne Worsham (Sara); 
a daughter, Angela W. Quick 
(Louis); a granddaughter, 
Megan Q. Trible; a grandson, 
Zachary D. Quick (Kaitlin); 
three great-grandchildren, 
Connor and Daniel Trible and 
Claire Estelle Quick. 

He is also survived by 
Janet’s daughters, Stepha-
nie Stahl (Scott) and Melanie 
Bonner (Luc); and her grand-
children, Madeline and Macy 
Stahl, Oliver and Elliot Hill; 
and Luc’s sons, Cameron and 
Mitchell Leblanc, all of whom 
Wes loved as his own. He was 
their beloved “Grandy.” Wes’ 
sweet and loyal dog, Charlie, 
died shortly before his death. 

He was the son of Willis 
Cleveland Worsham and 
Estelle Utley Worsham, and 
was the youngest of 11 chil-
dren. He grew up on a small 
tobacco farm in Powhatan and 
learned about hard work and 
responsibility at a young age. 
He left his small county high 
school and volunteered for 
the United States Army on his 
17th birthday with the required 
paperwork signed by his father. 
By his 18th birthday, he was 
on the front lines in Korea, a 
proud soldier in the 25th Divi-
sion, 35th Infantry Regiment. 
Starting at the Pusan Perim-
eter, he experienced combat 
throughout Korea. Eventu-
ally, he received a battlefield 
commission and became a 
platoon leader in 1950. He 
survived numerous hardships, 
which intensified when he 
was wounded and captured as 
a prisoner of war. After being 
rescued, he recovered in Walter 
Reed Hospital in Washington, 
D.C., before going home. 

He was awarded the Bronze 
Star Medal with “V” device, the 
Purple Heart, and the Combat 
Infantryman’s Badge, among 
other medals, for his service. 
His military experience shaped 
much of the rest of his life. 
After the war he was part of the 
Virginia National Guard for six 
years. He was fiercely patriotic, 
honored the American flag with 
a passion and was loyal to his 
fellow veterans. He made it a 
priority to hire veterans when 
he was in business, helped some 
with a place to live and eagerly 
provided warm coats for home-
less veterans.

Wes was among the group 
of 40 veterans who formed the 
Korean War Veterans Asso-
ciation, which had as its pri-
mary goal the establishment 
of a Korean War Memorial in 
Washington, D.C. After years 
of red tape and significant 
fundraising, they succeeded 
in their mission. The memo-
rial was dedicated on July 27, 
1995, the 42nd anniversary of 
the end of the Korean War.

He was kind, generous, loyal 
and always a gentleman. While 
he came from humble begin-
nings and little formal educa-
tion, he was a self-made success.

Wes was a well-known busi-

nessman in Hanover County 
and surrounding areas. He was 
prominent in the fire protection 
sprinkler industry, sometimes 
referred to as “the grandfather 
of sprinklers” in Virginia. He 
founded several sprinkler com-
panies, starting with Worsham 
Sprinkler. He opened Mechan-
icsville Auto Parts and invested 
in real estate. 

When he wasn’t working, 
you could find him on his boat, 
at his hunting lodge, or cheer-
ing on the Virginia Tech foot-
ball team. 

Wes’ favorite pastime from 
childhood was fishing, which 
continued into his adulthood. 
He hosted an annual spring 
shad planking event on the 
banks of the Pamunkey River 
at his farm, Smith Ferry Farm. 
He became a licensed charter 
boat captain during one of his 
“retirements.” He also enjoyed 
duck and goose hunting on 
his property near his self-built 
hunting lodge. 

Wes was well known at Vir-
ginia Tech. The Virginia Tech 
football program considered 
him a faithful benefactor. Wes 
was proud to have the football 
field at Lane Stadium named 
Worsham Field to honor him 
for his contributions to Hokie 
football. The field was dedi-
cated in 1992.

As the Richmond Times Dis-
patch wrote at the time, “He 
is among the school’s most 
beloved and generous donors.”

His many service projects 
and associations include:  The 
American Legion, Lifetime 
Member; 25th Infantry Division 
Association, Lifetime Member; 
Korean War Veterans Asso-
ciation, Founding Member; 
Military Order of the Purple 
Heart, Lifetime Member; Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars, Life-
time Member; Virginia Tech 
Foundation, Lifetime Member, 
Board of Directors; Virginia 
Tech Athletic Fund, Board of 
Directors; Ut Prosim Soci-
ety, President’s Circle; Ducks 
Unlimited, Sponsor in Perpetu-
ity; Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission, Board Member. 

Wes relied on the devotion and 
support of his wife, Janet, whom 
he adored during their more than 
50 years together. He was proud 
of what he was able to accom-
plish in life as “a country boy 
with little polish.” He was will-
ing to help others if he could. He 
had quick wit and many interest-
ing life stories to tell.

He was a good man. 
Wes’ celebration of life was 

held Tuesday, February 17, at 
Currie Funeral Home, 116 East 
Church Street, Kilmarnock, 
officiated by Pastor Ben Fleet 
from Riverview, Michigan. 
In lieu of flowers, the family 
would appreciate donations 
to Wounded Warrior Project 
(support.woundedwarriorpro-
ject.org) or St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital (stjude.org).

St. Andrews Presbyterian Church will collect bags of oranges 
at the 10 a.m. service on Sunday, February 22.

“Fresh fruit is not an affordable item for families with food 
insecurity,” said Mission committee member Ava Wolfram.

Bag of Oranges Sunday was inspired by a conversation with 
a Meals on Wheels recipient Wolfram visited in January with 
outreach committee member Karen Smiley.

“A nutritious orange would be so savored and appreciated,” 
Wolfram said. 

The oranges will be distributed by two sponsored Northern 
Neck Food Bank churches the following week.

  More than 100 crafters, 
vendors and food trucks are 
expected to participate in the 
annual St. Stephen’s Strawberry 
Festival from 8:30 a.m.-2:30 
p.m. May 23, at St. Stephen’s 
Episcopal Church, 6807 Nor-
thumberland Highway, Heaths-
ville. A Memorial Day weekend 
tradition, the festival is held rain 
or shine.

 The event draws 5,000 attend-
ees and includes craft exhibitors 

and vendors selling handmade 
goods, homemade  strawberry 
shortcakes, a plant sale, a bake 
sale, strawberry sales, music, 
kid’s activities, a strawberry 
boutique and bargains at the St. 
Stephens Thrift Shop.

  Each year church volunteers 
bake 1,300 homemade strawberry 
shortcakes and sell 1,000 quarts 
of fresh strawberries, said Pattie 
Boerger.  This fund-raising event 
supports various organizations.

■ Lenten service
A Lancaster County Minis-

terial Association Community 
Lenten Service will be held at 
noon Wednesday, February 25, 
at Kilmarnock United Meth-
odist Church, 89 East Church 
Street, Kilmarnock. Lunch will 
follow at 12:30 p.m.

The worship leader will be 
Rev. Alan Rock of St. Andrews 
and Milden Presbyterian 
churches. The preacher will be 
Rev. Mary Ligon, Bay Aging 
community chaplain. Music 
will be provided by pianist Jill 
Hand and vocalist Cherie Ben-
nett.

■ Benefit event
Abiding Faith Baptist 

Church will sponsor the annual 
Rev. Thomasyne Acree Schol-
arship Benefit on February 28 
at the White Stone Church of 
the Nazarene, 57 Whisk Drive, 
White Stone. Doors will open 
at 2:30 p.m.; the program will 
follow at 3 p.m.

The program will feature 
M.O.M. Ministries, other art-
ists, song and Black history 
moments. African attire is 
optional.

■ Black history
First Baptist Church Minis-

try will host a Black History 
Month celebration and banquet 
at 2 p.m. February 28 in the 
Q.A. Brinkley Banquet Room, 
First Baptist Church, 3585 
Courthouse Road, Heathsville. 
The program will highlight 
Black educators through crisis 
and progress.

Purchase tickets from Sherry 
Henry, 577-7889; Tonya 
Henry, 229-9547; or the church 
office, 580-4912.

■ Women’s conference
The Connect Women’s Min-

istry of Tappahannock will 
host the “Be Ready…Living 
in Expectation of Christ’s 
Return” Women’s Confer-
ence with pastor Rosalinda 
Rivera on March 21 at Essex 
High School, 833 High School 
Circle, Tappahannock.

Doors will open at 8:15 a.m. 
and the conference will follow 
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. The fee is 
$40, which includes a boxed 
lunch. Tickets are available at 
www.bealembc.org/womens-
conference/. The registration 
deadline is March 6.

Allan H. Jodrey Wesley T. “Wes” Worsham

From left are Karen Smiley and Ava Wolfram.

St. Andrews to collect 
oranges this Sunday

CHURCH NOTES

Annual Strawberry
Festival set May 23

IRVINGTON—Garfield’s 
Rescue (GRI) didn’t let a little 
snow and ice deter them from 
delivering smiles and laughter 
on January 28, to Rappahan-
nock Westminster-Canterbury 
(RWC) staff and residents.

With just the right amount of 
“sugar and spice,” Garfield’s 
Rescue’s cuddly, energetic 
baskets full of kittens charmed 
their way into the hearts of 
residents who thrive in RWC’s 
vibrant community in every 
season of their lives, reported 
president Karen Peterson.

Four-month-old Nemo gave 
comfort and love to one of 
RWC residents, said Peterson. 
Neither cared that little Nemo 
was missing his right, rear foot. 
It didn’t limit his capacity to 
give and receive love! 

Nemo and his two siblings 
had been abandoned and found 
their way to a yard in Warsaw 
on the region’s first frigid 
night, tucked up under a bush, 
scared and cold, she said. No 
momma could be found. GRI  
gave them all a second chance 
at life. Nemo was equally smit-
ten with an RWC maintenance 
staff member.

Kittens Gaylord, Stella, Alby 
and Roscoe all found warm 

cuddly laps to share and not 
shy about giving nose kisses to 
residents, said Peterson..

GRI visits RWC several 
times a year with a cast of 
entertaining kittens of vari-
ous ages and colors, each with 
their own rescue story of their 
abandonment, neglect and star-
vation. 

“Many of the RWC residents 
from each the independent and 
assisted living RWC popula-
tion are unable to have cats of 
their own and look forward to 
our visits, as do we and our kit-
tens,” she said.

GRI volunteers enjoy listen-
ing to residents’ stories about 
their former, beloved pets as 
they show their pet’s pictures. 
The volunteers share the GRI 
rescue mission “to eliminate 
the suffering of homeless/com-
munity cats in Virginia’s North-
ern Neck region through its 
lifesaving rescue, spay/neuter/
vaccination, foster to adopt pro-
grams,” said Peterson. 

Spay/neuter is the only per-
manent 100% effective method 
of birth control in cats. It 
reverses the endless cycle of 
reproduction in the region’s 
homeless cat population, she 
said.

GRI serves up just
the right recipe
for love at RWC

KILMARNOCK—Northern 
Neck Master Gardener Sue 
Lindsey addressed the Rappa-
hannock Garden Club (RGC) 
on February 12 at Grace Epis-
copal Church in Kilmarnock. 

Lindsey presented an infor-
mative lecture on “Growing 
More Than Plants: Gardening 
for the Mind Body and Soul,” 
reported RGC member and 
design chairman Cathie Elliott.

Lindsey highlighted how 
valuable gardening is for those 
who are experiencing mental 
health issues, depression and 
dementia, said Elliott. She also 
provided interesting examples 
of successes at nursing homes, 
prisons, hospitals and other 
places where people can con-
gregate and relate to nature. 

During a brief business 
meeting, announcements were 
made regarding the upcom-
ing Gloucester Daffodil Show 
on March 28 and 29. In addi-
tion, members were urged to 
attend both the Piedmont Dis-
trict Meeting in Richmond on 
March 16 and the Virginia Fed-
eration of Garden Clubs State 
Convention in Williamsburg 
April 20-21.

In an ongoing effort to encour-
age members to design, Elliott 
discussed how to create an NGC 
Grouped Mass Design. 

NGC-accredited judge and 
Chesapeake Bay Garden Club 
member Darleen Nelson judged 
the monthly horticulture and 
design exhibits.

Sue Lindsey outlines 
the healing effects of 
gardening for RGC

Sue Lindsey

In horticulture, Coree Earle 
earned two blue ribbons and 
Elliott received a blue and Best 
in Show.

In design, Deborah Brooks 
received a red, Robin Kimmeth 
a blue, Jennifer King a blue, 
Judy Burlbaugh a red and a 
blue, and president Helen John-
son a blue and Best in Show.

 The RGC will next meet at 
12:30 p.m. March 12 at Grace 
Episcopal Church.  The pro-
gram will be on container plant 
gardening. Members are urged 
to invite someone, as visitors 
are welcome.
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