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The Gloucester-Mathews 
Humane Society (GMHS) 
recently announced a $75,000 
Matching Gift Challenge, 
offering the community an 
opportunity to double its 
impact on the lives of home-
less pets this holiday season 

■ Safe Boating
The Northern Neck Sail & 

Power Squadron will offer a 
Safe Boating course from 10 
a.m.-3 p.m. January 17 and 
24, as well as March and 21, at 

the NNSPS Classroom, l453C 
North Main Street, Kilmar-
nock.

Those attending both ses-
sions will receive their Virginia 
Boater Certification Card. The 

fee is $25 and will include 
use of a Boating Skills Vir-
tual Trainer and a free Vessel 
Safety Check. To register, 
call 339-7218, or email seo@
abcnnk.org.

Club champs
Golden Eagle Golf Club recently recognized its club 
champions at an end-of-year holiday party. The 2025 
club champion was Art Lang; senior club champion, Jeff 
Verlander; super senior club champion, Carl Roane; and 
women’s club champion, Nancy Pannell. From left are 
Roane, Pannell and Verlander.

The Northumberland County 
Board of Supervisors and the 
Northumberland County Little 
League on December 11 hon-
ored Callao Moose Lodge 917 
for its financial support. 

Over the past couple of 
years, Callao has assisted with 
a new roof as well as heating, 
ventilation and air condition-
ing, reported administra-
tor Kathy Elgin. The Moose 
recently made it possible to 
have free registration for the 
boys and girls to play in the 
Spring 2026 baseball and soft-
ball programs.

Callao Moose Lodge is a fra-
ternal organization, supporting 
the efforts of Moose Interna-
tional to care for the young and 
the old. Specifically, Moose 
International owns and oper-
ates both the Mooseheart Child 
City and School, a 1,000-acre 
campus, 40 miles west of 

County officials and Little League representatives gather with Callao Moose Lodge 917 members.

Callao Moose recognized for serving the community

Chicago, Ill., for children and 
teens in need; and Moose-
haven, a 70-acre retirement 
community near Jacksonville, 

Fla., where care is provided to 
senior members. In addition to 
Mooseheart and Moosehaven, 
every lodge donates time and 

money to the Heart of the 
Community program which 
supports their community.

Moose International has 

representation in 1,500 com-
munities across all 50 states 
and four Canadian provinces, 
plus Great Britain, said Elgin. 

The organization contributes 
$75-$100 million worth of 
community service, counting 
monetary donations, volun-
teer hours worked and miles 
driven, annually.

In 2025, Callao Moose 
Lodge 917 donated over 
$215,000 to MooseHeart, 
MooseHaven and Heart of the 
Community. Over $157,000 
went locally towards this 
Heart of the Community pro-
gram with funding going to 
volunteer fire and rescue units, 
Smith Point Sea Rescue, stu-
dent scholastics, Boys & 
Girls Club, women’s shelters, 
church family Christmas pro-
grams, Callao Hometown, stu-
dent sports and animal rescue.  

Those interest in the Moose 
may call 529-9955, email 
lodge917@mooseunits.org, 
or visit Callao Moose, 917 on 
Facebook.

Reliable sources at the North 
Pole have confirmed that 

Santa Claus dispatched a tri-
fecta of his most experienced 
culinary elves to assist in a 
recent  gala holiday brunch cel-
ebration held at Yankee Point 
Yacht Club (YPYC).

“I wanted to send my elves 
to this brunch in the North-
ern Neck because it’s a great 
place to spend Christmas and 
I always receive wonderful 
letters via the Rappahannock 
Record from many of the 
children who live there,” said 
Santa, noting that he liked to 
travel by boat in waters that 
weren’t frozen.  “It’s a little 
warmer than being in an open 
sleigh and there’s a lot more 
space to stow my bag of pres-
ents in,” he said.

The holiday brunch, which 
featured recipes on loan from 
Mrs. Claus, included many 
of Santa’s favorites. “Dishes 
like savory, baked egg stratas, 
blueberry pancake casserole, 
breakfast potatoes, baked oat-
meal, winter fruits, Amish cin-
namon loaf, spiked milk punch 
and chocolate crinkle cookies,” 
according to culinary elf Betty 
Tidwell, who labored joyfully 
with fellow elves Jonathon 
Truwit and Jeanne Erickson 
under the auspices of Mrs. 
Claus.

Tidwell, while very agile on 

Santa’s Elves visit Yankee Point Yacht Club

Santa’s trifecta of culinary elves dispatched to the 
Yankee Point Yacht Club’s annual holiday brunch from 
left are Jonathon Truwit, Jeanne Erickson and Betty 
Tidwell.

by Ellen Dugan

a boat, stated that at her age 
she did not want to risk a back 
injury by coming down the 
chimney, so she arrived on foot 
through the front door.  She 
also indicated that she did not 
want “to be covered in soot 
when preparing food.”

Truwit, who is serving a 
second term as YPYC com-
modore, stated that as a grand-
father he had recently retired 
from actively making toys at 
the North Pole, but was still 
heavily involved in selecting 
them. “I think we all enjoy re-
living our childhood at Christ-
mas, and I’m just happy that 

Santa selected me to help with 
the brunch,” he said.

Erickson, who is trained in 
nursing, stated that although 
she still enjoyed wearing cloth 
shoes that turned up at the 
toe and were festooned with 
jingle bells, she had nonethe-
less traded hers in for a pair 
of more supportive footwear. 
“It’s more of a safety issue 
than a fashion statement,” she 
said.

The event was attended by a 
capacity crowd of high-spirited 
celebrants who raved about 
the foods Santa had chosen, 
the festive decorations that 

elf-trainees Beth Blair, Rita 
Durrer, John Tidwell and Dean 
Blair had created, and the eve-
ning’s overall sense of friend-
ship and holiday frivolity.

Although they had com-
pleted all aspects of their elf 
training years ago, Sue and 
Rick Johnson were able to 
share their holiday tradition of 
having guests guess various 
holiday sayings, carols, people 
and animals from Rick’s draw-
ings. Out of 50 plus contend-
ers, Liza Hearns and Erika 
Thomas tied for first place. 
Anne Miller came in third. In a 
nail-biting tie breaker, Hearns, 
who is YPYC’s webmaster, 
managed to edge out Thomas 
to capture first place. 

Additional elves in various 
stages of training who had 
volunteered to take a break 
from carpentry duty, reindeer 
husbandry and sleigh mainte-
nance in order to assist with 
the brunch included Vickie 
and Rob Foley, Victoria and 
Rick Garber, Pam and David 
Signori, Anne and Jeff Miller, 
Lynne and Jay Hornick and 
Daphne and Frans Kasteel. 

The event was capped off 
with a special order, to-go box 
of menu items prepared for 
Santa with hefty helpings of 
good cheer and holiday spirit 
from everyone at YPYC!

Ellen Dugan is a publicity 
volunteer with the Yankee Point 
Yacht Club.

Garfield’s Rescue on December 17 held 
its third annual Volunteer Appreciation Lun-
cheon at Lancaster Community Library in 
Kilmarnock. 

Some 30 dedicated volunteers and board of 
director members attended the event, reported 
president Karen Peterson, Gathering over 
good food and fellowship with an amazing 
group of individuals who bring tireless enthu-
siasm in their support of Garfield’s homeless 
cat and kitten rescue mission was uplifting to 
all, said Peterson.

Centerpieces were won by attendees and 
many left with signature T-shirts, she said. 
Garfield’s volunteers’ heroic efforts in the 
rescue of 2,359 cats and kittens with 2250 no 
longer homeless; and 1481 lifesaving spay/
neuter surgeries performed since its inception, 
were celebrated. 

“Together we make a difference in giving 
a second chance at life to the abandoned, 
neglected and abused homeless cat population 
of Virginia’s Northern Neck region who have 
no voice,” said Peterson.

Visit  www.garfieldsrescue.org  to learn 
about volunteer opportunities, or how to make 
a lifesaving gift; email,   garfieldsrescue@
gmail.com, or call 480-2066.

It was hard to tell who was most 
excited when Santa Claus came to 
the Northern Neck Kennel Club’s 
(NNKC) annual Christmas Party 
on December 10—the dogs, their 
owners, or Santa!  

The Pavilion at the North-
ern Neck Partners for Pets, 790 
Devils Bottom Road, Lancaster, 
was transformed into a “Winter 
Wonderland,” with food, drinks 
and a special display area for 
Santa to entertain the wishes of 
the good canine boys and girls.  

Club members provided the 
abundant food and past presi-
dent Catherine Bennett and her 
husband, Robert, graciously 
portrayed Mrs. Claus and Santa, 
and lent a truly festive note to 
the event. Members brought 
their dogs, and Santa had a grand 
time posing for pictures with his 
furry friends and their owners. 

At the annual gathering, presi-
dent Carol Hughitt updated the 
group on club activities com-
pleted during the past year. The 
2025 Dog Show in August, held 
in partnership with the Greater 
Fredericksburg Kennel Club 
at The Meadow Event Park, 

Doswell, brought in over 4,000 
entries and was spread over four 
days. 

The NNKC two-day confor-
mation event drew 1800 entries, 
not including the number of 
entries for the events featuring 
dock diving, Fast Cat, Rally and 
Obedience trials.

Hughitt said the 2026 Dog 
Show will be held August 20 
and 21 and she urged the group 
to volunteer for the many posi-
tions available leading up to and 
at the event.

Hughitt reviewed other 
events, including Fast Cat and 
Agility Fun Runs and a Seminar 
on Field Trials led by Jamison 
Crandell, a Lancaster native and 
secretary/treasurer of the US 
Complete Shooting Dog Asso-
ciation. 

She called on Peny Gallo-
gly to give a brief update on 
upcoming classes, descriptions 
will soon be posted at www.
northernneckkennelclub.com. 
Gallogly urged members to con-
tact class trainers for enrollment 
information.

To join the NNKC, contact 
Gloria Daniels at northernneck-
kennelclub@yahoo.com.

Garfield’s Rescue recognizes volunteers

From left are (front row) Karen Peterson, Caroline Shifflett, Traci Ford, 
Mary Dix and Sarah Soderlund; (next row) Maggie Dominick, Diane 
Wrick, Mary Bennett, Kathleen Stoddard, Alice Stieve, Mary Macaluso 
and Ginger Landry; (next row) Carol Clark, Allan Abbott, Russ Fleischer, 
Teri George, Charles Yarbrough, Barbara Whaley, Dennis Peterson, 
Kathy Haurand, Linda Dunn, Karen Maxwell, Kimberly Manthy, Cindy 
Horn, Joe Stieve and Phil Landry. Photo by Chris Maxwell

From left are Mrs. Claus, Santa, Penny and Susan 
Moenssens Rogers.

Santa visits NNKC’s
annual Christmas Party
by Martha M. Hall

GMHS launches $75,000 Matching Gift Challenge
and into the new year.

Every day, more animals in 
need arrive at GMHS seeking 
safety, care and the chance to 
find a loving home, reported 
communications and develop-
ment manager Caitlyn Donnelly. 
Many require medical treatment 
for illness or injury. Others need 
time, compassion and emotional 
healing. All of them need the 
community’s support.

It takes $311,555 annu-
ally—$25,962 every month—
to provide essential medical 
care for pets in the shelter. This 
includes life-saving treatments, 
diagnostics, food, formula and 
the utilities required to keep the 
facility warm, safe and fully 

operational. These resources 
also support the GMHS Pet 
Pantry, which helps families 
facing hardship keep their pets 
fed and at home.

From December 1, 2025, 
through January 31, 2026, two 
generous and anonymous sup-
porters will match every mon-
etary donation—dollar for 
dollar—up to $75,000. This 
means every gift, regardless of 
size, will work twice as hard to 
support homeless pets.

“Pets are family,” said Don-
nelly. “They bring comfort 
after difficult days, teach com-
passion and help us become 
the best versions of ourselves. 
With the community’s support, 

GMHS will continue to save 
lives, complete families, and 
strengthen the bonds between 
people and pets for many years 
to come.”

Monetary donations can be 
made by mail to GMHS, P.O. 
Box 385, Gloucester, VA 23061, 
or gmhumanesociety.org. 

While only monetary gifts are 
eligible for the match, GMHS 
also gratefully accepts in-kind 
donations such as pet food, 
treats, toys, and supplies, as well 
as donations of stocks, bonds, 
IRA distributions, or wire trans-
fers. For donation details, con-
tact Donnelly, 693-5520 ext. 104 
or development@gmhumaneso-
ciety.org.
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