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Listen LIVE!!!

 H.S. Basketball
Middlesex, Northumberland 

& Lancaster!
1/7/25 Lancaster @ Northumberland 7:00pm
1/9/25 Westpoint @ Middlesex 7:00pm
1/10/25 Westmoreland @ Lancaster 7:00pm

■ Free yoga classes
Rishi Yoga & Wellness, 

578 Chesapeake Drive, White 
Stone, will celebrate the New 
Year with free classes on Janu-
ary 1. Yoga Therapy will be 
offered, beginning at 8 a.m. 
Hatha Yoga Asana will be 
offered at 5:30 p.m.

Just drop-in. Big exclusive 
discounts and a drawing to win 
a free 90 minute massage also 
will be featured.

■ Fly fishing
The 2025 Virginia Fly Fish-

ing & Wine Festival will be 
held January 10-11 at Meadow 
Event Park, 13191 Dawn Bou-
levard, Doswell. Hours are 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Friday and 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday.

The 24th annual festival 
features numerous fly fish-
ing classes, demonstrations, 
related vendors and micro-
brewery, bourbon and wine 
tasting. For tickets, fees and 
schedules, visit vaflyfishing-
festival.com.

■ Basic boating
The ABC basic boating 

course will be held from 9 
a.m.-1:30 p.m. January 11 and 
18 at the Northern Neck Sail & 
Power Squadron, 453C North 
Main Street, Kilmarnock. The 
fee is $25 and will include 
use of a Boating Skills Virtual 
Trainer, Vessel Safety Check 
and an on the water session 
on the participant’s boat with 
a NNSPS instructor, if desired. 

Participants must attend both 
sessions to receive a Virginia 
Boater Certification Card. To 
register, contact Jim at 339-
7218 or email seo@abcnnk.
org.

■ Boat engines
Engine maintenance will be 

offered from 6-8 p.m. Tues-
days for nine weeks beginning 
January 14 at the Northern 
Neck Sail & Power Squad-
ron, 453C North Main Street, 
Kilmarnock. Learn how to 
troubleshoot problems while 
underway and make basic 
repairs. 

The fee is $75 for members 
and $95 for others. To regis-
ter, contact Jim at 339-7218 or 
email seo@abcnnk.org.

First day
nature walk

Signage provides visitors 
to Hickory Hollow Natural 
Area Preserve a glimpse 
of what they might find 
along the trail. Naturalists 
Kevin Howe and Betsy 
Washington of the 
Northern Neck Chapters 
of National Audubon 
Society and Virginia Native 
Plant Society will lead a 
nature walk on New Year’s 
Day, January 1, meeting 
at 1 p.m. at the Hickory 
Hollow parking lot off 
Regina Road in Lancaster. 
This is free and open to 
all. For directions, , email 
nnaudubon@gmail.com. 
Photos by Kevin Howe

Skunk cabbage may be in 
bloom for first day hike at 
Hickory Hollow Natural 
Area Preserve. 

■ Nature walks
Volunteer naturalists will 

lead a Walk on the Wild Side 
from 9-11 a.m. on second 
Thursdays at Belle Isle State 
Park, 1632 Belle Isle Road, 
Lancaster. 

Registration is requested, call 
462-5030.

■ Boating seminars
Two free boating seminars 

are slated January 25 at the 
Northern Neck Sail & Power 
Squadron, 453C North Main 
Street, Kilmarnock. Sail Trim 
will be presented at 10 a.m., 
followed by Intro to Navigation 
at 1 p.m. Attend one or both of 
these two-hour sessions. 

To register, contact Jim 
at 339-7218 or email seo@
abcnnk.org.

GRI receives grant
Garfield’s Rescue Inc. (GRI), a feline rescue organization 
serving the Northern Neck, recently received a $500 
donation from the Warsaw-Richmond County Chamber 
of Commerce through the global Giving Tuesday 
movement. From left are Chamber president Sara Carroll 
and GRI volunteer Hannah Wilmer at the Chamber 
annual meeting and Christmas party on December 9. GRI 
has rescued 1,976 cats since inception in 2020. GRI relies 
solely on donations and grants to fund care of homeless 
foster cats and is honored to accept this much-needed 
award, reported president Ann Bedford. To volunteer, 
foster or donate, contact www.garfieldsrescue.org, or 
garfieldsrescue@gmail.com. 

SPORTS 
SHORTS

CLUB GOLF
Piankatank River

Piankatank River Golf Club 
Shiver by the Rivah Tour-
nament first flight winners 
for December 14 were first, 
Hunter Rowe and Kyle Rowe; 
second, Andrew White and 
Levi Vannoy; and third, Jim 
Moncure and Wayne Schwartz. 
Second flight winners were 
first, Kayce Turner and Scott 
Turner; second, Danie Gibson 
and Randy Gresham; and third, 
Curtis Hillard and Mitch Hill-
ard.

From left are Kyle Rowe 
and Hunter Rowe.

Submit Sports Shorts to
editor@rapprecord.com.

FALLS CHURCH—On 
December 12, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service announced a 
proposal to list the eastern hell-
bender as an endangered spe-
cies throughout its range under 
the Endangered Species Act.

Eastern hellbenders are 
found in Alabama, Georgia, 
Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, 
Maryland, Mississippi, Mis-
souri, New York, North Caro-
lina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Ten-
nessee, Virginia and West Vir-
ginia.  

“The eastern hellbender is a 
unique salamander that plays 
a crucial role in maintaining 
healthy freshwater ecosys-
tems,” said midwest regional 
director Will Meeks. “As key 
indicators of stream and river 
health, hellbenders need pro-
tection that also will help 
support healthier ecosystems 
across their range.” 

Historically, eastern hell-
benders have been documented 

in 626 populations. Recent 
data indicate only 371 of these 
populations (59%) remain. 
Among the remaining popula-
tions, only 45 (12%) are stable, 
108 (29%) have an unknown 
recruitment status and 218 
(59%) are in decline. 

The eastern hellbender is 
one of two subspecies of hell-
benders in the U.S. The Ozark 
hellbender, occurs in Missouri 
and Arkansas and was listed as 
an endangered species in 2011. 
In 2021, the Missouri distinct 
population segment of the east-
ern hellbender was listed as 
endangered. 

 Hellbenders are the larg-
est of North America’s sala-
manders, growing up to 29 
inches. They can live up to 30 
years and spend their entire 
lives in water, living in peren-
nial streams and rivers of the 
eastern and central U.S. Hell-
benders hide under large, flat 
rocks on the streambed. Cool 

and clear water is important 
because hellbenders breathe 
through their skin, which 
contains numerous folds to 
increase oxygen absorption. 
The primary threats to eastern 
hellbenders include stream 
sedimentation, poor water 
quality, disease, habitat loss 
and pet trade collection.  

The ESA prohibits the “take” 
of species listed as endan-
gered, which includes harming, 
harassing—such as removing 
from the wild, or killing the 
species. The listing also man-
dates that federal agencies con-
sult with the service to ensure 
the species’ conservation. 

The proposal to list the 
eastern hellbender as endan-
gered appeared in the Federal 
Register on December 13, 
starting a 60-day comment 
period. Submit comments at 
regulations.gov; search docket 
number FWS–R3–ES–2024–
0152. 

FALLS CHURCH—The 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
recently announced a proposal 
to designate critical habitat for 
four species of endangered 
freshwater mussels. Habitat 
for the rayed bean, sheepnose, 
snuffbox and spectaclecase 
mussels can be found in 17 
states in the central and eastern 
U.S.

The service proposes to 
designate 3,974 river miles of 
occupied habitat, where many 
of the units for each individual 
species overlap. This proposal 
opens a 60-day public com-
ment period. 

Critical habitat is an area 
that contains essential habi-
tat features for the survival 
and recovery of species listed 
under the Endangered Species 
Act (ESA). Should this rule be 
finalized, the designation of 
critical habitat triggers coor-
dination with federal agen-
cies and projects using federal 
funding. The designation will 
not affect activities on private 
lands unless the activity is 
funded or authorized by a fed-
eral agency. 

All four mussel species were 
listed as endangered in 2012 
under the ESA, which means 
they are in danger of extinc-
tion. Threats to these mussels 
include destruction or changes 
to their riverine habitat, includ-
ing dam construction and chan-
nelization, along with impacts 
from pollution and invasive 
species. 

The rayed bean is a small 
mussel, measuring only about 
1.5 inches. The rayed bean 
lives up to 15 years. This spe-
cies, once found in at least 
115 streams, rivers and other 
waters, now occurs in only 37 
streams and one lake in Indi-
ana, Kentucky, Michigan, New 
York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, 

Fish and Wildlife Service seeks 
comment on proposal to list
eastern hellbender endangered

Fish and Wildlife Service seeks 
comment on proposal to designate 
critical habitat for four mussel species

Tennessee and West Virginia, 
along with Ontario, Canada. 
The service plans to designate 
560 river miles in 15 units as 
critical habitat for the rayed 
bean. 

The sheepnose mussel can 
grow up to 5.5 inches and can 
live up to 30 years. They once 
occurred in 79 streams and 
rivers, including one canal, 
but are now found in only 22 
waterways in Alabama, Illi-
nois, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, 
Minnesota, Mississippi, Mis-
souri, Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
Tennessee, Virginia, West 
Virginia and Wisconsin. The 
service plans to designate 801 
river miles in 11 units as criti-
cal habitat for the sheepnose. 

Snuffbox mussels grow to 
less than 3 inches and live up to 
20 years. These mussels once 
inhabited at least 210 streams, 
rivers and other waters, but are 
now known to occur in only 
85. Their range includes Ala-
bama, Arkansas, Illinois, Indi-
ana, Kentucky, Michigan, Min-
nesota, Missouri, Ohio, Penn-

sylvania, Tennessee, Virginia, 
West Virginia, Wisconsin and 
Ontario, Canada. The service 
plans to designate 2,427 river 
miles in 38 units as critical 
habitat for the snuffbox. 

Spectaclecase mussels can 
reach 9 inches in length and 
live for more than 100 years. 
Once found in 61 rivers and 
streams, they now inhabit 40 
waterways; populations have 
declined by an estimated 60%. 
They occur in Alabama, Arkan-
sas, Georgia, Illinois, Iowa, 
Kentucky, Minnesota, Missis-
sippi, Missouri, Ohio, Tennes-
see, Virginia, West Virginia and 
Wisconsin. The service plans to 
designate 1,143 river miles in 
12 units as critical habitat for 
the spectaclecase. 

The proposal to designate 
critical habitat for these four 
species appeared in the Fed-
eral Register on December 
13, starting a 60-day com-
ment period. Submit com-
ments at regulations.gov; 
search docket number FWS-
R3-ES-2024-0144. 
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Elite Pool Care
Service, Maintenance & Renovations
804-436-7641
elitepoolcarellc@gmail.com

Elite Pool Care

“service you can trust”

Elite Pool Care
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Locally owned & operated

Wed. 1/1 

Thu. 1/2

Fri. 1/3

Sat.  1/4

Sunrise 7:20
Sunset 4:58
Moonrise 9:01
Moonset 6:46

Sunrise 7:20
Sunset 4:59
Moonrise 9:37
Moonset 7:58

Sunrise 7:20
Sunset 4:59
Moonrise 10:08
Moonset 9:09

Sunrise 7:20
Sunset 5:00
Moonrise 10:35
Moonset 10:19

Sunrise 7:20
Sunset 5:01
Moonrise 11:01
Moonset 11:28

Sunrise 7:20
Sunset 5:02
Moonrise 11:26

Sunrise 7:20
Sunset 5:03
Moonset 12:39
Moonrise 11:53

Sunrise 7:20
Sunset 5:04
Moonset 1:51
Moonrise 12:24

High 2:32 1.2’ 
Low 9:06 -0.1’
High 2:56 1.2’
Low 9:32 -0.2’

High 3:27 1.2’ 
Low 10:08 0.0’
High 3:51 1.1’
Low 10:24 -0.2’

High 4:28 1.2’ 
Low 11:15 0.1’
High 4:52 1.0’
Low 11:20 -0.2’

High 5:32 1.3’
Low 12:24 0.1’
High 5:57 1.0’

Low 5:43 -0.2’
High 11:50 1.4’
Low 6:35 -0.2’

High 12:06 1.1’ 
Low 6:29 -0.2’
High 12:33 1.3’
Low 7:16 -0.2’
 
High 12:52 1.1’ 
Low 7:17 -0.2’
High 1:18 1.3’
Low 7:59 -0.2’

High 1:40 1.1’ 
Low 8:10 -0.1’
High 2:05 1.2’
Low 8:44 -0.2’

Sun. 1/5

Mon. 1/6

Tue. 1/7 

Wed. 1/8

0% Moon

3% Moon

8% Moon

 16% Moon

25% Moon

35% Moon

47% Moon

58% Moon

Weekly Tides
Windmill Point – Sunrise & Moon – January 2025


