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We are Here 
for You

For more information call us  
at 804-313-2400 or visit  
riversideonline.com/orchard

Specialty Care Services  
at The Orchard

Memory Care 
Promoting independence in a 

safe, home-like setting

Rehabilitation 
Recover more quickly from 

surgery or injury

Skilled Nursing 
24/7 dedicated care with an 
on-site Riverside physician

Assisted Living 
First-class amenities, with 

the support you need

The Virginia Farm Bureau 
board of directors recently 
announced the 2020 State Fair 
of Virginia has been canceled. 
However, a modified State 
Fair 4-H Livestock Show is 
planned. 

The traditional fair that was 
scheduled for September 25 
through October 4 will not take 
place due to complications 
associated with the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“This was a difficult deci-
sion, but safety is our number 
one priority,” said execu-
tive director Marlene Jolliffe. 
“We’ve spent months devel-
oping plans and scenarios that 
would allow us to still host 
the fair this year, but with the 
ever-changing, unpredictable 
COVID-19 situation, we just 
couldn’t make it work.”

The State Fair of Virginia is 
an annual event that nurtures, 
preserves and celebrates the 
best of Virginia’s past, present 
and future through scholarship 
initiatives, creative program-
ming and a focus on the com-
monwealth’s agriculture and 
natural resources industries. In 
2019, nearly 245,000 people 
attended the State Fair.

The complexity of the event 

The Irvington Farmers Market will begin 
its 2020 season Saturday, August 1, at 

the Town Commons, 98 King Carter Drive, 
Irvington. 

The market, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m., will 
feature some new vendors and welcome 
back many long-standing favorites, offering 
a variety of goods, produce, cut flowers, 
plants, baked goods, honey and beverages, 

said market coordinator Greg Kirkbride. 
Bill and Pam Gurley will be the featured 
entertainment.

The market is taking required measures 
to help safeguard patrons, vendors and 
organizations from COVID-19, including 
providing hand sanitizer stations, distanc-
ing of vendor booths and visibly posting 
safety information. 

Hot days, fresh peaches, 
juicy watermelon and sweet 
corn are all part of the summer 
farmers market season, 
reported the Virginia Farm 
Bureau Federation (VFBF).

Celebrate the height of the 
season during National Farm-
ers Market Week August 2-8. 
The week observes the impor-
tance of markets in providing 
fresh, locally grown foods for 
their communities.

“Virginia’s theme this year 
is ‘Farmers Markets are Local 
Food Superheroes’,” said Kim 
Hutchinson, executive director 
of the Virginia Farmers Market 
Association.

Hutchinson said the super-
hero theme was inspired by the 
resiliency farmers market man-
agers have shown throughout 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“The farmers, producers and 
market managers have been 
so flexible and so phenomenal 
during this time,” she said. 
“The passion to provide nutri-
ent-dense, locally-grown food 
to the community has truly 
been mission-driven.”

It hasn’t been easy, Hutchin-
son continued. Throughout 

Cat rescue support
The Land & Sea Farm Market in Wicomico Church on 
Saturday, July 25, hosted a Garfield’s Rescue Inc. outreach 
event. Event organizer Karen Peterson indicated they 
collected over 150 pounds of dry cat food, 166 cans of wet food, 
monetary donations and several completed adoption and 
volunteer applications. From left are Ginger Landry, Charles 
Yarbrough, Kathy Haurand and Peterson. Judy Burnley also 
participated. Promoted as a “Cat, Spat & Seafood Fest,” The 
Great Wicomico Oyster Company and Salty Bob’s Oyster & 
Seafood Company also participated. Land & Sea Farm Market 
customers contributing a bag of cat food received a 10% 
discount.

Farmers Market Week to celebrate resilience
Irvington Farmers Market slated Saturday

the spring and summer, farm-
ers markets have hustled to 
adapt to frequently changing 
state regulations. Many have 
incurred costs associated with 
installing hand-washing sta-
tions, buying personal protec-
tive equipment and setting up 
health-related signage.

While markets are still “low-
touch, no-touch,” things have 
loosened up slightly now that 
Virginia is in Phase 3 of its 
pandemic response. Masks are 
required, and social distancing 
is in place, but markets may 
have live music, and artisans, 
crafters and food vendors are 
now allowed to sell their wares.

“You can walk through the 
market eating your sausage 
biscuit and kettle corn, and 
drinking your coffee,” said 
Hutchinson.

Although many are opening, 
each market operates based on 
what’s best for its community, 
she said. Some are in Phase 
3, while others are staying in 
Phase 1 or 2.

And business is booming. 
“Sales have been anywhere 
from two to four times where 
they were last year—in some 
cases, eight to 10 times what 
they were in previous years,” 
Hutchinson said.

Many customers are still 

placing orders in advance 
through online ordering plat-
forms—something markets 
and producers plan to continue 
offering after the fall, when 
many markets typically close.

Whitney Perkins, com-
modity specialist with VFBF, 
said e-commerce solutions 
such as Lulus Local Food are 
another way producers and 
farmers markets can continue 
weathering the pandemic.

“Producers and markets are 
able to meet consumer needs, 
use this opportunity to con-
tinue connecting with those in 
their community, and don’t see 
a loss in sales,” she said.

To pick a perfect summer 
snack, reach for a peach.

Popular peach varieties are 
available now at orchards, farm 
stands and farmers markets 
across Virginia until the end 
of August, reported the Vir-
ginia farm Bureau Federation. 
Although peaches have a lim-
ited shelf life and relatively brief 
season, they can be preserved to 
enjoy year-round.

Experts at the Virginia Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Con-
sumer Services indicated Virgin-
ia’s peach crop and local sales are 
doing well this season.

“This year’s crop has an excel-
lent taste,” said Michael Wallace, 
VDACS director of communi-
cations. “It’s always a good idea 
to call ahead to verify inventory, 
and to learn how the farm is han-
dling social distancing.”

Nottoway County Farm 
Bureau producer member Janet 
Bowen of Windmill Hill Farms 
said early varieties like Red 
Haven peaches debuted in mid-

June as strawberry season waned.
“And some of our later vari-

eties are getting ready to come 
in now, like Loring peaches,” 
Bowen said. “It’s an older variety, 
a freestone peach.”

Freestone peaches are popular 
because the fruit neatly falls off 
the pit, or “stone.” Clingstone 
varieties’ flesh sticks to the pit.

“Lorings are a golden-yellow 
peach that is very large—mostly 
a good canning and freezing 
peach,” Bowen continued. “We 
have another white peach coming 
in called Blazing Star that is also 
very good. We’ll be harvesting 
another couple of weeks, and 
then we’re done around the first 
week of August.”

President Ronald Reagan 
proclaimed July 1982 National 
Peach Month to honor the role 
peaches play in the U.S. food 
supply, and promote the nutri-
tional benefits of fresh fruit. In 
2015, Gov. Terry McAuliffe pro-
claimed August Virginia Peach 
Month.

■ Ag program sign-up deadline approaches
The Northern Neck Soil and Water Conservation District 

(NNSWCD), 5559 Richmond Road, Warsaw, recently announced 
the sign-up period for the 2020-21 Virginia Agricultural BMP 
Cost-Share (VACS) and Tax Credit program will end August 7. 

Sign-ups will be conducted by appointment only. To make an 
appointment, call 313-9102, option “0,” Monday through Friday. 
Office hours are 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.  

2020 State Fair of Virginia has been canceled
Pick Virginia peaches
at the peak of season

requires thousands of hours of 
planning by staff, partners and 
vendors; planning typically 
begins many months before the 
fair’s opening day. “In a normal 
year, preparing for this annual 
event is a huge undertaking. In 
the midst of a global pandemic, 
it just wasn’t feasible,” Jolliffe 
said.

Agriculture and youth are 
the foundation of the fair’s 
mission, “so our first prior-
ity was to find a way to honor 
our youth and allow them to be 
recognized for their dedication 
and hard work,” said Virginia 
Farm Bureau Federation presi-
dent Wayne F. Pryor. “While a 

modified State Fair 4-H Live-
stock Show is not ideal, we 
believe it will allow our youth 
to showcase the yearlong effort 
they’ve put into raising their 
animals, and enable them to 
earn scholarship money as 
well.”

Pryor said every precau-
tion will be taken to keep 
participants safe during the 
event. State Fair staff are 
working with Virginia Coop-
erative Extension employees 
to finalize plans for the live-
stock show, and those details 
will be announced at a later 
date.

“While our hearts are heavy, 

we believe this is the right 
thing to do,” Jolliffe said. “It 
is important that we are good 
stewards of our operation and 
consider the health and wel-
fare of our communities.

“We are thankful for the 
thousands who make this 
magical event come to life 
each September. To our dedi-
cated fairgoers, staff, spon-
sors, exhibitors, 4-H and FFA 
members, vendors, volun-
teers and entertainers—we 
look forward to seeing you at 
next year’s fair, September 24 
through October 3. We will be 
back bigger, better and stron-
ger,” she said.

Bipartisan legislation to make 
it easier for farmers and forest-
ers using conservation prac-
tices to participate in carbon 
markets has been introduced in 
the House, according to a press 
release from the Virginia Farm 
Bureau Federation (VFBF).

Virginia Rep. Abigail Span-
berger and Rep. Don Bacon 
of Nebraska recently proposed 
the Growing Climate Solutions 
Act. The bill is supported by 
a range of farming, environ-
mental and industry organiza-
tions in Virginia, Nebraska and 
across the country.

The proposed bill would 
create a certification program 
through the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture to help remove bar-
riers that prevent farmers and 
foresters from participating in 
carbon credit markets. Through 
the program, USDA would act 
as a liaison between farmers 
and private sectors.

American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration president Zippy Duvall 
told Congress that American 
agriculture accounts for less 
than 10% of total U.S. green-
house gas emissions, far less 
than transportation, electricity 
generation and industry sectors. 
He added that carbon sequestra-
tion from forestland, grasslands 
and farmland converted to for-

estland “more than offset agri-
culture’s total greenhouse gas 
emissions.”

He said AFBF supports 
empowering USDA to help 
farmers navigate carbon market 
exchanges or programs.

“The bill also would provide 
the secretary of agriculture with 
an advisory council made up 
of agriculture experts, scien-
tists, producers and others to 
ensure the certification program 
works for all participants,” said 
Duvall.

Farmers don’t have access 
to reliable information about 
carbon markets or access to 
qualified technical assistance 
and credit protocol verifiers, 
noted VFBF president Wayne 
F. Pryor. 

“This has limited both land-
owner participation and the 
adoption of practices to help 
reduce the costs of developing 
carbon credits. We commend 
Congresswoman Spanberger 
for taking the lead on this bill 
to help ensure farmers have 
opportunities to participate in 
emerging carbon markets,” said 
Pryor.

The Growing Climate Solu-
tions Act establishes a Green-
house Gas Technical Assis-
tance Provider and Third-Party 
Verifier Certification Program. 

Measure before Congress would help 
farmers participate in carbon markets

BUSINESS BRIEF

Through the program, USDA 
would be able to work with 
third-party verifiers and techni-
cal service providers that help 
private landowners generate 
carbon credits through a vari-
ety of agriculture and forestry-
related practices.

“The USDA certification 
lowers barriers to entry in the 
credit markets by reducing 
confusion and improving infor-
mation for farmers looking to 
implement practices that cap-
ture carbon, reduce emissions, 
improve soil health and make 
operations more sustainable,” 
said Ben Rowe, VFBF national 
affairs coordinator.

“Many Virginia farmers are 
already implementing practices 
with carbon-sequestration ben-
efits, like no-till farming, refor-
estation and precision agricul-
ture,” he added. 

The bill would allow farmers 
to receive credit for these prac-
tices and trade them to buyers in 
the electric generation, indus-
trial and transportation sectors 
that are interested in offsetting 
emissions.

USDA certification would 
make sure the program provid-
ers have agriculture and for-
estry expertise, which is lack-
ing in the current marketplace. 
Also, USDA would administer 
a new website that would serve 
as a “one-stop shop” of infor-
mation and resources for pro-
ducers and foresters who are 
interested in participating in 
carbon markets.

WHY
ADVERTISE?

You’re reading this aren’t you?
804.435.1701, Jessica ext.  13


